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Policy makers, legislators, governors, and some researchers make substantial claims about what particular research means.  And yet, Darrell Huff's How to Lie With Statistics is still in print, and for good reason.  Sometimes misrepresentations of data are innocent mistakes, sometimes they reflect ineptitude, sometimes they reflect deliberate attempts to mislead, and on occasion, the data actually indicate the opposite of what the researchers think.

 

This talk provided a good sampling of data misrepresentation and along with the data, some principles to keep in mind to determine the proper interpretation of data.  The data shown were chosen to bring some evidence to bear on the condition of American public education.

