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Future Calendar

WERA Sponsored Events

The 26" Annual Washington State Assessment
Conference

“Assessment in Support of Teaching and Learning”
Co-sponsored by WERA and OSPI

Speakers include John Q. Easton and John Hattie.
December 8-10, 2010, Seattle Hilton Airport Hotel

Spring 2011 WERA Conference
March 2011, Seattle Hilton Airport Hotel

The 27" Annual Washington State Assessment
Conference

Co-sponsored by WERA and OSPI

December 2011, Seattle Hilton Airport Hotel

Other Events of Interest to WERA Members

WSASCD Annual Conference

Looking through the Kaleidoscope

Focusing on the Learner

October 15-16, 2010, Spokane, Washington
www.wsascd.org

School’s Out Washington 2010 Bridge Conference
Igniting Minds and Passions

October 18-19, 2010, Vancouver, Washington
http://schoolsoutwashington.org/190

ASCD Conference on Teaching and Learning
Closing the Learning Gap Once and for All
October 29-31, 2010, Chicago, lllinois
www.ascd.org

American Evaluation Association Annual Meeting
November 10-13, San Antonio, Texas

www.eval.org

2010 WSSDA Annual Conference

Power Up Your Leadership Skills

November 17-20 , 2010, Spokane, Washington
www.wssda.org

The 9th Annual Hawaii International Conference
on Education

January 4-7, 2011, Honolulu, Hawaii
www.hiceducation.org

National Association for Bilingual Education
40TH Annual Conference

February 16-18, 2011, New Orleans, LA
www.nabe.org/conference.html

American Association of School Administrators
2011 National Conference on Education

Take Your Leadership to New Heights

Speakers include Diane Ravitch and Michael Fullan.
February 17-19, 2011, Denver, Colorado
www.aasa.org/nce/

Winter 2011 NCES Forum and MIS Conference
February 21-25, 2011, Austin, Texas
http://nces.ed.gov/forum

WASA/WSSDA Legislative Conference

Provides an opportunity for school directors and
administrators to meet with legislators and discuss
issues affecting local districts.

February 27-28, 2011, Olympia, Washington
www.wasa-oly.org
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ASCD Annual Meeting

Bold Actions For Complex Challenges
March 26-28, 2011, San Francisco, California
www.ascd.org

American Educational Research Association (AERA)
Annual Meeting

Inciting the Social Imagination: Education Research for
the Public Good

& National Council for Measurement in Education
(NCME)

& National Association of Test Directors (NASD)

April 8-12, 2011, New Orleans, Louisiana

www.aera.net

CCSSO National Conference on Student Assessment
Next Generation Learners: Who Are They and What Are
Their Needs?

June 19-22, 2011, Orlando, Florida

WWW.CCSS0.0rg

If you would like to post notices of meetings, conferences,
or other events of interest to WERA members on the Events
Calendar, please email the information to The Standard
Deviation Editor, Andrea Meld, PhD, at
andrea_meld@q.com.

The next copy deadline is January 1, 2011.
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WERA Network of Assessment Directors August 2010 Meeting Minutes

Prepared by Nancy Katims, Ph.D.

Over 50 people from across the state
attended the August 20, 2010, meeting
of the Network of Assessment Directors
at the SeaTac Hilton. Included in this
auspicious group were several OSPI staff
members who provided outstanding
perspectives and advice to district staff
as everyone wrestled with current issues
regarding scores and communications
related to the Spring 2010 state
assessment.

The group began the meeting by
informally sharing their preliminary
district results. Since this meeting
occurred prior to the release of state
results, the discussion helped
participants put their own district results
in perspective. Joe Willhoft, Assistant
Superintendent from OSPI, described
some of the work that occurred over the
summer in terms of:

* Math standard setting for grades 3-8

* Equating the 2010 reading and
science tests with those of previous
years, through the use of anchor
items that appear on the test over
multiple years

* Reviewing feedback from teachers
indicating that the reading test in
particular was too lengthy for one
session (this will be rectified for
Spring 2011 testing)

* Conducting a math “bridge” study
comparing the rigor of the new grades
3-8 math MSP with the rigor of the
former math WASL

Two key messages about the Spring

2010 results are:

1. The best way to look at this year’s
results is in relation to a reasonable
comparison group from this year - for
example, the results of a school
compared to their district’s average or
to a group of schools with comparable
demographics; the results of a district
compared to the state’s average or to
a group of districts with comparable
demographics.

2. Spring 2010 should be considered a
new baseline for math grades
3-8.

The group reviewed and discussed
samples of the various new score
reports. The report with the most change
compared to previous years is the
individual student report, with strands
reported in terms of the percentage of
items within that strand that the student
answered correctly. The individual
student report also describes in specific
detail what a student’s performance
looks like at the level in which that
student scored.

Joe Willhoft provided an update about

online testing. In Spring 2010 across the

state:

v" About 25% of eligible
students (grades 6-8) took the on-line
reading and/or math test.

v" About 25% of eligible schools
participated in the on-line test.

v' About 62% of districts had at least one
school participate in the on-line
testing.

In terms of development and statistical
analysis,

e The same items were on both the
paper/pencil and online test; the
items were selected to work in both
settings.

. All standard setting and equating
activities were conducted with the
paper/pencil version, and then the
online test was calibrated to the
paper/pencil version.

. Based on these analyses, the state
recommended to use the same raw
score to scale score look-up table for
both the paper/pencil and online
versions.

In Spring 2011, online testing will be
available in Grades 4 and 5 Reading,
Math, and Science and in Grade 8
Science, as well as in the grades/areas
from last year. Additionally, the online
test will be seen as the “main” version,
including some items that work only in
an online environment (e.g., moving one
vertex of a triangle to make it isosceles).

Some districts anecdotally reported that
their students taking the online test did
not do as well as those taking
paper/pencil. However, some factors to
consider are:

* There may be differences in the
demographics of the student samples
within districts.

* About 30% of the online students
indicated they did not do the tutorial.

* Testing times ranged from 1-3 hours,
with some potential proctor issues.

The long-term plan for online testing
takes into account the fact that
Washington is part of a consortium of
states that plan to create a common set
of assessments aligned to the new
Common Core Standards. If funded, this
new assessment (which will be online)
will be ready for our use in 2014-

2015. We of course want all our students
to be prepared and comfortable taking an
online test by then.

The next topic on the agenda was an
update on the Math End-of-Course (EOC)
exams. OSPI will be posting an expanded
FAQ on this topic in September.

Logistically, the current thinking is that
each EOC test will take two 55-minute
class periods to give plus part of an
earlier class period for the directions.
Each test will consist of two parts. The
test window, to be decided by each
district, will occur during the last three
weeks of school.

Complex issues surround the EOC exams
for students who need one or both EOC
exams for a graduation requirement but
have previously taken the course (and are
not currently enrolled). There will be a
shorter version of the test available for
them with only the items that are
considered the “graduation requirement”
items. This version will be available for
schools to give in an arena type setting.
Statewide, about 60,000 students fit this
profile.

OSPI would like to have the previous HSPE
math test available for students in grades
11 and 12, but budgetary concerns may
preclude this possibility. Otherwise,
these students would need to pass just
one of the EOC exams to earn their CAA.

For students in the Class of 2013 who
must pass the state assessment in both
math and science to graduate, OSPI staff
are planning to have the Collection of
Evidence (COE) available in both subjects
starting in the 2011-2012 school year.

Debra Hawkins, Director of Classroom
Assessment Integration at OSPI, gave an
update on the state Formative
Assessment pilot project. She described
the three types of pilots in which selected
schools will be participating over the next
two years. Details about the pilots can be
found by clicking the following link or
searching the OSPI website:
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment

For schools that are not part of the pilot,

» Information and resources about
formative assessment, including an
online course on formative
assessment, will be available to all.

e The state will provide exemplar
lessons with formative assessment
strategies embedded; these materials
will include concrete examples with a
process that will help people use the
tools as part of professional
development.

The last topic of the meeting was an
update on AYP, provided by Joe Willhoft.
Joe explained that the determination of
AYP for Spring 2010 must take into
account the fact that the new math MSP
was found to be more rigorous than the
math WASL, based on information from
the math “bridge” study that was
conducted. Specifically, Grades 3 and 4
MSP Math are each the equivalent of one
point more rigorous than the Math WASL,
while Grade 5 MSP Math is the equivalent
of three points more rigorous than the
Math WASL.

The US Department of Education rejected
the first proposal that OSPI made to
address this difference in rigor. As a
result, OSPI is proposing a change in the
State Uniform Bar for Grades 3-5 in math.

The Network Planning Committee made
the following announcements:

* The two keynote speakers at the
WERA Conference on December 9-10,
2010 will be Dr. John Hattie from the
University of Auckland, New Zealand,
and Dr. John Easton, Director of the
Institute of Education Sciences, the
research arm of the US Department of
Education. We are fortunate to have
the opportunity to hear these
outstanding presenters.

* Dr. Joe Ryan will be presenting a pre-
conference workshop on December 8
at the WERA Conference on Equating,
Scaling and Linking.

* The Network is interested in pairing
district staff new to the role of
assessment coordinator with those

Continued on next page...
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who are more experienced and are willing to mentor someone new to the role. If you are interested in either (a) being

coached/mentored by someone with experience, or (b) being a coach/mentor to someone new to the area, please contact
Brian Rick at Brian.Rick@bellinghamschools.org.

WERA is planning a one-day spring conference on April 22, 2011. We expect to provide four half-day sessions on topics of
interest. If you have a topic idea that you would like to have considered, please contact Brian Rick at the above email address.

-- Nancy Katims, PhD, is WERA president-elect, Director of Assessment, Research, and Evaluation for the Edmonds School District,

and directs the WERA Network of Assessment Directors. Nancy can be contacted at 425-431-7302, or by email at
katimsn@edmonds.wednet.edu.

“...An amazing 94% [of college instructors] rate themselves as above average
teachers, and 68% rank themselves in the top quarter of teaching performances.”

-K Patricia Cross
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WERA Board Members 2010 - 2011

Washington Educational Research Association (WERA)
http://wera-web.org

Bob Silverman, WERA President
Vice-President

Educational Technology Consulting
9306 Milburn Loop SE

Lacey WA 98513

Phone: 360-349-7469

Fax: 360-923-09007
bobsilver3@comcast.net

Nancy Katims, President-Elect

Director of Assessment, Research, and Evaluation
Edmonds School District

20420 68th Ave. West

Lynnwood, WA 98036

Phone: 425-431-7302

Fax: 425-431-7123
katimsn@edmonds.wednet.edu

Emilie Hard, Past President

Executive Director of Teaching and Learning
Issaquah School District

565 NW Holly Street

Issaquah, WA 98027

Phone: 425-837-7052

Fax: 425-837-7177
HardE@issaquah@wednet.edu

Sharon Rockwood, Executive Secretary
Washington Educational Research Association
PO Box 15822

Seattle, WA 98115

Phone: 206-417-7776 ext. 2

Fax: 206-417-4525

weraoffice@gmail.com
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At-Large Board Members

Phil Dommes

Director of Assessment

North Thurston School District
305 College Street NE

Lacey, WA 98516

Phone: 360-412-4465

Fax: 360-412-4555
pdommes@nthurston.k12.wa.us
(Term expires April 30, 2011)

Mike Jacobsen

Director, Assessment and Curriculum
White River School District

240 North A

Buckley, WA 98321

Phone: 360-829-3951

Fax: 360-829-3358
mjacobse@whiteriver.wednet.edu
(Term expires April 30, 2012)

Kathryn Sprigg

Accountability Assistant Director
Highline School District

15675 Ambaum Blvd SW

Burien, WA 98166

Phone: 206-433-2334

Fax: 206-433-2351
spriggkl@hsd401.org

(Term expires April 30, 2012)

Christopher Hanczrik

Director of Assessment Operations

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
Old Capitol Bldg, PO Box 47200

Olympia, WA 98504-7200

Phone: 360-725-6350

Fax: 360-725-6332
christopher.hanczrik@k12.wa.us

The mission of the Washington Education Association is to improve the professional practice of educators engaged in

instruction, assessment, evaluation, and research.

xR
WERA Services

WERA provides professional development through conferences, publications, and seminars.

WERA provides forums to explore thoughtful approaches and a variety of views and issues in education.
WERA provides consultation and advice to influence educational policy regarding instruction, assessment, evaluation,
and research.
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The Standard Deviation is published spring, winter, and fall as an
online newsletter. Submissions are welcomed from WERA members
and others. Kindly submit articles for consideration using APA

format.



