
Policy Logic of No
Child Left Behind

PROBLEMS
(e.g.)
*Low test
scores
compared to
many nations
*Insufficient
skilled labor to
keep a
knowledge-
based economy
growing
* Low-
performing
schools persist
year after year

WHAT
POLICY
ASSUMES
(e.g.,)
*Tests measure
what teachers
and parents
expect students
to learn
*Test-based
penalties will
spur academic
improvement in
schools
*What tests
measure is
under the
control of
schools

STRATEGIES (e.g.,)
*Increase testing for all grades and subjects
* Schools and sub-groups of students have to
show absolute improvement every year (AYP)
* Multi-year penalties for non-compliance
      leading to reconstitution of failing schools
      or outsourcing
*Qualified teacher in every classroom

SHORT-TERM
OUTCOMES (e.g.)

*Improved test scores and
reduced gap in achievement
between whites and minorities
*Decreased dropout rate
*Increased college attendance

LONG-TERM
OUTCOMES (e.g.)
*Work in high-
salaried careers
*High levels of civic
participation
*Strong, growing
economy

POLICY
GOALS (e.g.)
*All students
will be proficient
by 2014—no test
score gap
*Prepare
students for a
competitive
labor market
*Improve
schools for all
students

MID-TERM
OUTCOMES (e.g.)
*All students
proficient by 2014;
no test score gap
*Obtain B.A/B.S.
degree
*Get solid entry-
level job


