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Rretiring

Happy Trails to Leonard and Leslie Winchell, shown here last
summer in Angkor Wat, Cambodia. Leonard retires as Executive
Secretary for WERA after 10 years of impeccable service this
summer.

New job or promotion? Earned a new degree? New person in your family? Other news to share? Please submit your WERA
community news to the editor at andrea_meld@g.com. For consideration in the October 1, 2010 issue, please submit by

September 1, 2010.

“EAuUcation IS a social
Education is growth. Education is,
not a preparation for life;
education is life itself.” John Dewey
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Have you noticed that, lately, it is sometimes hard to separate serious commentary or at least sincere expressions of
opinion from parody, especially when it comes to matters of education? Everyone seems to have something to say.
Maybe because we all have pleasant and not so pleasant memories of our experiences as students in the classroom,
where teachers seemed to be all powerful, if not all knowing, and sometimes, but not always, beneficent figures and
sages.

In The Final Report of The Commission to Crush the Strains of Weakness, Socialism, and Unpatriotic Thought in our
Schools, Jeremy and Daniel Lehrer-Graiwer offer a list of recommendations for improving the state of education, that at
first glance, | thought was serious, if clearly on one side of the political spectrum. Then I realized that it was obviously
meant to be a satire. Beneath the humor you may find some serious food for thought. Their article may be found at
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/articles/2010/04/25/learn_this_america/.

| found myself thinking of reforms that | would like to see implemented. Let’s have spelling and punctuation reform.
Too many foreign spellings have found their way into English. Think of all those silent letters that could easily be
eliminated, saving countless keystrokes and buckets of cartridge ink. It’s time for a change. Anyone who works with
students knows that they abuse question marks all the time, not only to ask way too many questions but for those
stylish up inflections? So let’s restrict the usage of question marks only for important questions and enforce down
inflection speech patterns. And what about exclamation marks - they are used way too frequently!!! No one should use
more than 400 exclamation marks in a lifetime. They need to be carefully rationed. While we’re at it, take those
symbols that we use in mathematics (please) like the equal sign and the symbols for less than and greater than. They
are especially suspect. Why, too much emphasis on inequality in the classroom could lead to class warfare, don’t you
think?

Seriously, if national standards for curriculum and assessment are adopted, who will decide these and what will be the
decision-making process? Will they resemble those of any particular state(s)? Will we like these standards? How do we
come to a consensus or even a national conversation about such matters?

~Editor

GRAPH DESIGN 1.Q. Test The Perceptual Edge, http://www.perceptualedge.com/, was started in 2003 by data design
guru, Stephen Few. How much do you know about creating effective graphs? Take the Graph Design I.Q. Test and see
examples of good, bad, and ugly data displays. Challenge yourself, friends and colleagues at
http://www.perceptualedge.com/files/GraphDesignlQ.html.

Original articles, on-line articles that are not subject to copyright, or links to on-line articles of interest for Margin of Error
may be submitted to the editor at andrea_meld@qg.com. For consideration in the October 1, 2010 issue, please submit by

September 1, 2010.
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Formative Assessment: The Choice Between Speed and Substance

Keynote Presentation by Lorrie Shepard
Reviewed by Andrea Meld, PhD (OSPI)

“Getting scores back quickly should not be how we think about instructionally relevant assessment,” asserted Dr. Lorrie
Shepard. In her keynote address at the Spring 2010 WERA Conference, Dr. Shepard discussed the negative effects of high-
stakes testing on student learning and motivation; the need to reform assessment by using tasks that are conceptually
rich; the need for coherent alignment between large-scale and classroom-level assessments; the role of cognitive science
and learning theory in support of effective formative assessment; and why learning progressions and curriculum embedded
assessments work better than multiple-choice test items in terms of eliciting student thinking.

Learning progressions are the “Cadillac” of curriculum-embedded assessment tools, according to Dr. Shepard, further, the
assessment of student learning should be linked coherently to curriculum by shared learning progressions. A learning
progression, explained Dr. Shepard, describes the skills and knowledge in the very same sequence in which children
develop their understanding of the subject matter, and provides a roadmap that depicts the sequence of improvement in a
particular area of learning. Learning progressions, also called Progress Maps, are important because they provide a “model
of learning” that articulates the link between classroom-level and large-scale assessment. Dr. Shepard gave many examples
of learning progressions from spelling, writing, math, and science. For example, many children use simple associations,
then phonetic but incorrect spelling, before they master the conventional spelling of words in English (e.g., bt > bote >
boat).

This approach, Dr. Shepard pointed out, is in alignment with criterion-referenced assessment, and can be valuable in
instructional planning. Understanding learning progressions or paths is important for evaluating student learning and
development over time. Although individual students may vary from the “typical pattern,” Dr. Shepard described how
students and teachers can begin to anticipate “what’s next?” or recognize the need to “back-up” and repeat or review steps
in a learning progression.

Dr. Shepard cautioned about possibly dishonest or misleading learning progressions, stating that “disordered item banks,
scaled by difficulty, do not provide adequate learning progressions.” She also stated that while benchmark tests may select
those students who need more attention, and provide subtest scores that seem to be diagnostic, they fail to “provide
instructional insights” about student understanding. Dr. Shepard also pointed out that countries such as Australia, England,
New Zealand, and the Netherlands, for example, do a much better job of integrating formative assessment and curriculum,
than the United States does. | concur with Dr. Shepard on her analysis, and with a new generation of assessment and a
move toward national or at least regional standards, will we see better a better integration of formative assessment with
the curriculum here in the United States or more of the same? More importantly, will we see improvements in student
learning?

~Editor

Dr. Lorrie Shepard is professor of education and chair of the Research and Evaluation Methodology program area at
University of Colorado at Boulder, and currently serving as dean of the School of Education.

Additional Articles on Formative Assessment and Learning progressions,
Suggested by the Editor

Gong, B. (2007). Learning Progressions: Sources and Implications for Assessment. Presented at CCSSO,
Nashville, TN. http://www.nciea.org/publications/LearningProgressions_BGO07.

Popham, W. J. (2009). Formative Assessment: Can It Truly Be Transformative? Texas ASCD Annual
Conference, Frisco, Texas October 25, 2009, http://www.google.com/search?=

Popham, W. J. (2006). Phony Formative Assessments: Buyer Beware by W. James Popham
http://www.ascd.org/publications/.

Ryan, Katherine E. and Shepard, Lorrie A. (Eds.) (2008). The Future of Test-Based Educational
Accountability. NY: Routledge.
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Town Hall: Closing the Racial and Ethnic Academic
Achievement/Opportunity Gap in Washington State

By Calandra Sechrist, OSPI

As part of the annual Washington Education Research
Association (WERA) conference in March, 2010, the
Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee
and the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
hosted an open discussion on efforts to close the racial and
ethnic achievement/ opportunity gap in Washington State.
The Committee was created by the Legislature (House Bill
2S5SB 5973) to address the achievement gap in Washington
state. Members of the committee shared their progress
over the last year, including state legislation regarding
nondiscrimination in public schools (E2SHB 3026) and the
synthesis of findings and recommendations from five
Achievement Gap studies into an implementation plan.

The Achievement Gap Studies were created by the
Commission on African American Affairs, the Commission
on Asian Pacific American Affairs, the Governor’s Office of
Indian Affairs, and the Commission on Hispanic American
Affairs.

As the discussion opened, parents, teachers, school
administrators, lawyers, and other community members
shared stories, experiences, and recommendations for
closing the opportunity gap. Central themes of the
conversation included:

* How to effectively engage families and
communities;

e The necessity of cultural competence in closing the
achievement/opportunity gap;

e The importance of accurate and disaggregated
data;

The NAEP Corner
By Angie Mangiantini, OSPI

e Strategies to recruit and retain diverse teachers;

e State funding of the strategies recommended by the
Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability
Committee;

e Framing the closing of the achievement gap as a part
of basic education.

For more information:

Town Hall-Closing the Racial and Ethnic Academic
Achievement/Opportunity Gap in Washington State
(video) http://www.k12.wa.us/cisl/speeches

Closing Opportunity Gaps in Washington's Public
Education System - A report by the Achievement Gap
Oversight and Accountability Committee (2010)
http://www.k12.wa.us/Cisl/pubdocs/

The Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability
Committee
http://www.k12.wa.us/AchievementGap/default.aspx

--Calandra Sechrist is Program Supervisor, Equity and
Civil Rights Office, OSPI. She can be contacted at
360-725-6236, or by email at
calandra.sechrist@k12.wa.us.

The 2009 NAEP Reading results were released in March. Washington’s results for Grades 4 and 8 basically remained
unchanged, as did much of the country’s results. The 2009 Science results are expected to be released this Fall. The 2009
Science assessment was based on a new framework, so it will start a new trend line. Also to be released later this year is the
2009 National Indian Education Study, in which Washington participates. It is a survey of Native American students in states
with high populations of Native American students and reflects their perception of education in the schools they attend. A
national study on the gap between Hispanic and White students is also expected to be published in the next few months.

The 2011 NAEP assessment schedule is out and will include Reading and Mathematics in Grades 4 and 8, and Science in
Grade 8. These assessments will produce state results. The Trends in Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) will also be
administered to some schools. There is a special study going on with TIMSS which will allow states to receive a TIMSS
equivalent score based on their Grade 8 NAEP Science and Mathematics scores. This will give states the ability to see where

they rank in comparison to countries participating in TIMSS.

There are several research funding opportunities available through the Institute of Education Sciences. Information is
available at http://ies.ed.gov/funding/. The National Center for Education Statistics Data Conference will be held July 26 -
July 30, 2010. For more information, see: http://ies.ed.gov/whatsnew/conferences/?id=632

--Angie Mangiantini is NAEP Coordinator at OSPI. She can be contacted at 360.725.6415, or by email at

Angie.Mangiantini@k12.wa.us.
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Future Calendar

WERA Items

Annual WERA Board Planning Retreat
June 9 to June 11, 2010, Mountain Home Lodge
Leavenworth, Washington

Workshop on Response to Intervention
(RTI') with Wayne Callender

June 18, 2010, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Puget Sound ESD

800 Oakesdale Ave. SW, Renton
Junel8TrainingFlyer

WERA Network of Assessment Directors Meeting

August 20, 2010, 9:00 to 12:30 (tentative date)

Seattle Hilton Airport Hotel

Note: Attendance is limited to state and district assessment
staff

The 26" Annual Washington State Assessment Conference
Co-sponsored by WERA and OSPI

Assessment in Support of Teaching and Learning

Keynote Speakers include John Hattie, Professor of Education
and Director of the Visible Learning Labs, University of
Auckland, New Zealand, and

author of Visible Learning: A synthesis of over 800 meta-
analyses relating to achievement

December 8-10, 2010, Seattle Hilton Airport Hotel

Spring 2011 WERA Conference
March 2011, Seattle Hilton Airport Hotel

The 27" Annual Washington State Assessment
Conference

Co-sponsored by WERA and OSPI

December 2011, Seattle Hilton Airport Hotel

The Standard Deviation

Other Events of Interest to WERA
Members

CCSSO 40th Annual Conference on Student
Assessment

40 Years of Student Assessment: Past Lessons,
Promising Directions

June 20-23, 2010, Detroit, Michigan
ncsa@ccsso.org

ASCD Summer Conference

Differentiated Instruction, Understanding by
Design,

What Works in Schools, and Curriculum Mapping
June 22-24, 2010, Orlando, Florida
http://www.ascd.org/conferences.aspx

Summer Forum and STATS-DC 2010 Data
Conference

Sponsored by IES and NCES

July 28-30, Bethesda, Maryland
http://ies.ed.gov/whatsnew/conferences/?id=632

WSASCD Annual Conference

Looking through the Kaleidoscope:
Focusing on the Learner

October 15-16, 2010, Spokane, Washington
http://www.wsascd.org/

ASCD Conference on Teaching and Learning
Closing the Learning Gap Once and for All
October 29-31, 2010, Chicago, lllinois
http://www.ascd.org/conferences/

American Evaluation Association Annual Meeting
November 8-13, 2010, San Antonio, Texas
http://www.eval.org/Training/conferencehistory.asp

ASCD Annual Meeting

Bold Actions For Complex Challenges
March 26-28, 2011, San Francisco, California
http://www.ascd.org/conferences.aspx

American Educational Research Association
(AERA) Annual Meeting

Inciting the Social Imagination: Education
Research for the Public Good
http://www.aera.net/Default.aspx?id=9242

& National Council for Measurement in Education
(NCME)

& National Association of Test Directors (NASD)
April 8-12, 2011, New Orleans, Louisiana

It must run in the family. WERA President-Elect, Nancy Katims (Edmonds) and Jeff Katims (data

analyst, OSPI) at the Spring 2010 WERA Conference are shown above.
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WERA Network of Assessment Directors March 2010 Meeting Minutes

Prepared by Nancy Katims, Ph.D.

About 50 people from across the state attended the
meeting of the WERA Network of Assessment Directors
held during the March 2010 WERA Conference. This
group, which meets about three times a year, is
organized and led by planning group members, Phil
Dommes (North Thurston), Nancy Katims (Edmonds),
Brian Rick (Bellingham), and Dawn Wakeley (Tahoma).
Each meeting is designed to address topics of current
interest to district assessment directors.

Update from OSPI

The meeting began with an update from Joe Willhoft,
Assistant Superintendent of Assessment and Student
Information at OSPI. Joe provided the latest information
on several topics, including:

Legislative Update
-- WA State will be submitting a proposal in
Round 2 of the Race to the Top.

- Based on current legislation, OSPI is expected
to create an end-of-course exam in Science
(most likely to be in Biology) that would be
implemented in spring 2012.

- As of this date Bill 6604, eliminating Student
Learning Plans at all grade levels except for 8"
grade, has been passed but not yet signed by
the governor.

Common Core Standards

- It appears very likely that WA State will adopt
the Common Core Standards, for which WA
state educators have provided a great deal of
feedback throughout the development
process. A possible timeline is adoption in
August 2010 with the standards becoming
effective in January 2011.

Assessment Consortia

- WA State is part of two multi-state assessment
consortia: (1) SMARTER, for summative
assessment, and (2) MOSAIC, for formative
assessment. It is likely that common
assessments aligned with the common core
standards will be developed through these
consortia. A possible timeline is for a common
summative assessment to be ready for piloting
in three years.

End-of Course (EOC) Math Exams

- Four EOC math exams (Algebra, Geometry,
Integrated 1 and Integrated 2) will replace the
Math HSPE starting in spring 2011. Students in
the Class of 2013 will have to pass the pair of
EOC exams relevant for their district. The
Collection of Evidence in Math will again be an
option once the EOC exams are a graduation
requirement. The EOC math exams will be

given twice a year in January and June starting
in 2012. Districts will be allowed to set the
schedule within three weeks of the end of the
semester.

Reporting 2010 Math Scores

-- Since the Grades 3-8 Math MSP will be aligned to
the new (2008) math standards, a standard-
setting process must occur on the 2010 test.
Before scores can be reported, the new cut
scores must be approved by the State Board of
Education, which meets in mid-August.
Therefore, results for the Grades 3-8 Math MSP
will not be available until early September.
OSPI has requested an AYP waiver from the
U.S. Department of Education. Also, there will
be new state uniform bars for grades 3-8 math
as a result of the new standards.

Other Topics Covered

Following Joe’s update, the participants discussed some
implications of the End-of-Course Math exams on
district work. Some implications of concern were:

(1) how to provide test preparation for those students
who, for a variety of reasons, would need to take one of
the EOC exams at a time that is not tied to their having
just taken the course,

(2) how to best communicate the various aspects of this
set of test changes to administrators, teachers,
counselors, students, parents, and the community,

(3) the need for districts to clean up all high school math
course names/codes so that the EOC exams are
connected to students in the appropriate courses,

(4) ensuring that course equivalencies (e.g., in CTE) cover
all the necessary standards, and

(5) logistics of testing students in blocked or unblocked
scheduled classes, and providing extended time as
needed.

A representative from DRC was available to answer
questions about online testing. Most of the participants
indicated that they had one or more schools in their
district signed up to participate in the online testing this
year.

The Network planning committee asked the participants
to indicate their interest in the Network playing an
advocacy role with the state legislature with regard to
issues of assessment, research, and/or student data. Of
30 people who responded to this question on the closing
evaluation, all 30 indicated that they felt the Network

Continued on next page...
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should play an advocacy role. Most felt that the best way to ascertain members’ views on any given topic would be
through a combination of a Network meeting discussion and email.

However, there was no agreement as to what percentage of the Network should agree on a topic in order for the Network
to communicate a given viewpoint.

Announcements

@ Dana Ziemba, Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Coordinator (OSPI) invited districts to participate in piloting
the new Washington Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (WA KIDS). Dana works with Debra Hawkins,
Director of Classroom Assessment Integration, and Joe Willhoft at OSPI, and can be reached at 360-725-6153 or
Dana.Ziemba@k12.wa.us.

@ Peter Hendrickson, Editor Extraordinaire, evaluation, assessment, and research consultant, (recently retired,
Everett) invited educators to submit technical and scholarly articles to the new WERA Education Journal at
p.hendrickson43@gmail.com.

@® The next meeting of the WERA Network of Assessment Directors is tentatively scheduled for Friday, August 20,
2010, from 9:00 - 12:30, at the SeaTac Hilton, at which time district assessment folks will share their preliminary
data and discuss implications. More details will be forthcoming. This meeting is limited to district and state
assessment staff.

-- Nancy Katims, PhD, is WERA president-elect, Director of Assessment, Research, and Evaluation for the Edmonds School
District, and directs the WERA Network of Assessment Directors. Nancy can be contacted at 425.431.7302, or by email
at katimsn@edmonds.wednet.edu.

Seen at the WERA 2010 Spring Conference

Dr. Charles Hirsch

(Sociology, University of Washington) spoke on the
measurement of race and ethnicity. Changing the
way we ask this question may have resolved one
problem, but created new ones.

Keynote Speaker Lorrie Shepard

(Education, University of Colorado at Boulder) spoke
on the next generation of testing, and the trade-off
between speed and substance.
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WERA Annual Membership Meeting Minutes

March 24-25, 2010, Seattle Airport Hilton Hotel

State of the Association

President Emilie Hard reported that membership is currently above 500, and that “WERA has had a good year,” overall, and
is fiscally solid. In addition to awarding research grants for the coming year, the WERA Board continues to contribute $3000
each year to support three meetings of the WERA Network of Assessment Directors.

WERA Board Announcements and Acknowledgments

This Spring WERA members voted on one open position on the WERA Board, that of president-elect . Nancy Katims from the
Edmonds School District was elected to this office for 2010-11. The WERA Board appointed Christopher Hanczrik from OSPI
to complete Paul Stern’s term as board member-at large, after Paul’s resignation due to changes in the nature of his work.

At the WERA Annual Membership Meeting this Spring, Paul Stern received a plaque honoring his two-year tenure on the
WERA Board, and Nancy Arnold, who served as chair for the Spring 2010 WERA conference as past-president, received a
plaque honoring her leadership as president-elect, president, and past-president. President Emilie Hard passed the
presidential gavel to Bob Silverman, whose term as WERA president commences May 1, 2010. In turn, Bob presented Emilie
with a plaque honoring her leadership as WERA president and president-elect. Leonard Winchell, who retires as WERA
executive secretary at the end of August, 2010, received a plaque for his 10 years of service to the organization.
Expressing his thanks, Leonard said how much WERA had meant to him for more than 40 years, including the past 10 years
as executive secretary.

WERA Grants for 2010-2011
The following grants for 2010-2011 were announced at the March 2010 meeting:

$1500 to Jill Hearne and Linda Elman for their study, Invest in Youth: Analysis of Tutor Effectiveness in After School
Tutoring at Four Seattle Public Schools, and

$1963 to Elaine Wood and Jennifer Beller for their study on The Impact of Growth Models on AYP Subgroup Accountability.
~Editor

December 2010 State Assessment Conference News
By Christopher Hanczrik, OSPI

We are pleased to announce the upcoming WERA conference on December 8-10, 2010, at the Seattle Airport Hilton. The
conference theme is Assessment in Support of Teaching and Learning. We hope that you will be able to join us for what will
be the assessment event of the season. Dr. John Hattie,
http://www.education.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/home/about/staff/j.hattie director of the Visible Learning Laboratories at the
University of Auckland, and author of the book, Visible Learning, will be one of the featured keynote speakers. You will be
amazed at the wealth of information that will be presented the conference. We look forward to seeing you in December.

If you are interested in submitting a proposal to present at the December 2010 conference, please complete the form on
the next page and return it to Christopher Hanczrik, by September 15.

-- Christopher Hanczrik directs Assessment Operations at OSPI. For more information about the December 2010
conference, please call him at 360.725.6350 or send email to Christopher.Hanczrik@K12.wa.us.
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WERA/OSPI State Assessment Conference Call For Presenters

Washington Educational Research Association
WERA/OSPI State Assessment Conference,
December 8-10, 2010
Seattle Airport Hilton Hotel Conference Center

Assessment in Support of Teaching and Learning

Presenter’s Proposal Form

Type of Proposal (check one): ___Half-day Pre-conference ___75 minute breakout session
Name Phone ______________ E-Mail

Address FAX

Job Title Employer

If others will assist in this presentation list their name, employer, and title for inclusion in the program:

Complete these lines only if the presenter listed above is not the person to contact about this presentation:

Contact Person Phone E-Mail

Complete mailing address:

Presentation Title:

Brief Description of Presentation: (Please limit to about 50 words, edit carefully, and write legibly.)
% %% This is for inclusion into the program. An interesting description will attract people to come.>« <

Primary Audience(s): (Mark with an X for all that apply. This helps us provide balance when preparing the conference

schedule.)
___ Teachers ___ Building Administrators ___ Central Office Staff ___ University Staff
___ Research/Evaluation/Assessment Specialists  ___ Elementary ___ Middle School ___ High School

Schedule conflict: (Mark with an X only if you are unavailable to present on the indicated day/time.)

___Unable to present on Thursday, December 9 in ___ morning; in ___ afternoon

___Unable to present on Friday, December 10 in ___ morning; in ___ afternoon

Email this completed form to Christopher Hanczrik,
Director of Assessment Operations, OSPI by September 15, 2010
Christopher.Hanczrik@k12.wa.us
360-725-6350




The Standard Deviation Page 13 / June 2010

At-Large Board Members

WERA Board Members 2009-2010

Washington Educational Research Association (WERA)

Phil Dommes
Director of Assessment

http://wera-web.org

Bob Silverman, President
Vice-President

Educational Technology Consulting
9306 Milburn Loop SE

Lacey WA 98513

360-349-7469

360-923-09007 (fax)
bobsilver3@comecast.net

Nancy Katims, President-Elect

Director of Assessment, Research, and Evaluation
Edmonds School District

20420 68th Ave. W.

Lynnwood, WA 98036

Phone: 425-431-7302

Fax: 425-431-7123
katimsn@edmonds.wednet.edu

Emilie Hard, Past President

Executive Director of Teaching and Learning
Issaquah School District

Phone: 425-837-7052
HardE@issaguah@wednet.edu

Leonard Winchell, Executive Secretary
Washington Educational Research Association
PO Box 64489

University Place, WA 98464

253-564-4816

253-564-4816 (fax)

lenwwa@aol.com

North Thurston School District
305 College Street NE

Lacey WA 98516

360-412-4465

360-412-4555 (fax)
pdommes@nthurston.k12.wa.us
(Term expires April 30, 2011)

Mike Jacobsen

Director, Assessment and Curriculum
White River School District

240 North A

Buckley WA 98321

360-829-3951

360-829-3358 (fax)
mjacobse@whiteriver.wednet.edu
(Term expires April 30, 2012)

Kathryn Sprigg

Accountability Assistant Director
Highline School District

15675 Ambaum Blvd SW

Burien WA 98166

206-433-2334

206-433-2351 (fax)
spriggkl@hsd401.org

(Term expires April 30, 2012)

Christopher Hanczrik

Director, Assessment Operations

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
Old Capitol Bldg, PO Box 47200

Olympia, WA 98504-7200

360-725-6350

360-725-6332 (fax)
christopher.hanczrik@k12.wa.us

assessment, evaluation, and research.

research.

WERA Services
e WERA provides professional development through conferences, publications, and seminars.
e WERA provides forums to explore thoughtful approaches and a variety of views and issues in education.
e WERA provides consultation and advice to influence educational policy regarding instruction, assessment, evaluation, and

The mission of the Washington Education Association is to improve the professional practice of educators engaged in instruction,
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