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should play an advocacy role. Most felt that the best way to ascertain members’ views on any given topic would be 
through a combination of a Network meeting discussion and email.  
 
However, there was no agreement as to what percentage of the Network should agree on a topic in order for the Network 
to communicate a given viewpoint.  
 
Announcements 
 

 Dana Ziemba, Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Coordinator (OSPI) invited districts to participate in piloting 
the new Washington Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (WA KIDS).  Dana works with Debra Hawkins, 
Director of Classroom Assessment Integration, and Joe Willhoft at OSPI, and can be reached at 360-725-6153 or 
Dana.Ziemba@k12.wa.us. 

 
 Peter Hendrickson, Editor Extraordinaire, evaluation, assessment, and research consultant, (recently retired, 

Everett) invited educators to submit technical and scholarly articles to the new WERA Education Journal at 
p.hendrickson43@gmail.com. 
 

 The next meeting of the WERA Network of Assessment Directors is tentatively scheduled for Friday, August 20, 
2010, from 9:00 – 12:30, at the SeaTac Hilton, at which time district assessment folks will share their preliminary 
data and discuss implications. More details will be forthcoming. This meeting is limited to district and state 
assessment staff.  

 
-- Nancy Katims, PhD, is WERA president-elect, Director of Assessment, Research, and Evaluation for the Edmonds School 
District, and directs the WERA Network of Assessment Directors. Nancy can be contacted at 425.431.7302, or by email 
at katimsn@edmonds.wednet.edu. 

Keynote Speaker Lorrie Shepard  
(Education, University of Colorado at Boulder) spoke 
on the next generation of testing, and the trade-off 
between speed and substance. 

Dr. Charles Hirsch  
(Sociology, University of Washington) spoke on the 
measurement of race and ethnicity. Changing the 
way we ask this question may have resolved one 
problem, but created new ones. 
 

Seen at the WERA 2010 Spring Conference 
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WERA Annual Membership Meeting Minutes 

March 24-25, 2010, Seattle Airport Hilton Hotel 
 

State of the Association 
President Emilie Hard reported that membership is currently above 500, and that “WERA has had a good year,” overall, and 
is fiscally solid. In addition to awarding research grants for the coming year, the WERA Board continues to contribute $3000 
each year to support three meetings of the WERA Network of Assessment Directors. 
 
WERA Board Announcements and Acknowledgments 
This Spring WERA members voted on one open position on the WERA Board, that of president-elect . Nancy Katims from the 
Edmonds School District was elected to this office for 2010-11. The WERA Board appointed Christopher Hanczrik from OSPI 
to complete Paul Stern’s term as board member-at large, after Paul’s resignation due to changes in the nature of his work.  
 
At the WERA Annual Membership Meeting this Spring, Paul Stern received a plaque honoring his two-year tenure on the 
WERA Board, and Nancy Arnold, who served as chair for the Spring 2010 WERA conference as past-president, received a 
plaque honoring her leadership as president-elect, president, and past-president.  President Emilie Hard passed the 
presidential gavel to Bob Silverman, whose term as WERA president commences May 1, 2010. In turn, Bob presented Emilie 
with a plaque honoring her leadership as WERA president and president-elect.  Leonard Winchell, who retires as WERA 
executive secretary at the end of August, 2010, received a plaque for his 10 years of service to the organization. 
Expressing his thanks, Leonard said how much WERA had meant to him for more than 40 years, including the past 10 years 
as executive secretary. 
 
WERA Grants for 2010-2011 
The following grants for 2010-2011 were announced at the March 2010 meeting:   
 
$1500 to Jill Hearne and Linda Elman for their study, Invest in Youth: Analysis of Tutor Effectiveness in After School 
Tutoring at Four Seattle Public Schools, and   
 
$1963 to Elaine Wood and Jennifer Beller for their study on The Impact of Growth Models on AYP Subgroup Accountability. 

~Editor 
 
 

December 2010 State Assessment Conference News 
By Christopher Hanczrik, OSPI 

 
We are pleased to announce the upcoming WERA conference on December 8-10, 2010, at the Seattle Airport Hilton. The 
conference theme is Assessment in Support of Teaching and Learning. We hope that you will be able to join us for what will 
be the assessment event of the season.  Dr. John Hattie, 
http://www.education.auckland.ac.nz/uoa/home/about/staff/j.hattie director of the Visible Learning Laboratories at the 
University of Auckland, and author of the book, Visible Learning, will be one of the featured keynote speakers. You will be 
amazed at the wealth of information that will be presented the conference. We look forward to seeing you in December.  
 
If you are interested in submitting a proposal to present at the December 2010 conference, please complete the form on 
the next page and return it to Christopher Hanczrik, by September 15.  
 
-- Christopher Hanczrik directs Assessment Operations at OSPI. For more information about the December 2010 
conference, please call him at 360.725.6350 or send email to Christopher.Hanczrik@K12.wa.us. 
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WERA/OSPI State Assessment Conference Call For Presenters 

Washington Educational Research Association 
WERA/OSPI State Assessment Conference,  

December 8–10, 2010 
Seattle Airport Hilton Hotel Conference Center 

 

Assessment in Support of Teaching and Learning 
 

Presenter’s Proposal Form 
 
 

Type of Proposal (check one):   ___Half-day Pre-conference    ___75 minute breakout session 
 
 
 
Name __________________________  Phone ______________  E-Mail ___________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________ FAX ___________________ 
 
Job Title _____________________________________ Employer ________________________________ 
 
If others will assist in this presentation list their name, employer, and title for inclusion in the program: 
 
 
 
 
Complete these lines only if the presenter listed above is not the person to contact about this presentation: 
     
Contact Person ________________________ Phone _____________  E-Mail _____________________ 
 
Complete mailing address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Presentation Title: 
 
 
Brief Description of Presentation:  (Please limit to about 50 words, edit carefully, and write legibly.) 

This is for inclusion into the program. An interesting description will attract people to come.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Primary Audience(s): (Mark with an X for all that apply. This helps us provide balance when preparing the conference 

schedule.)  
 
___ Teachers ___ Building Administrators ___ Central Office Staff  ___ University Staff 
   
___ Research/Evaluation/Assessment Specialists ___ Elementary ___ Middle School ___ High School   
 
Schedule conflict:  (Mark with an X only if you are unavailable to present on the indicated day/time.) 
 
___ Unable to present on Thursday, December 9 in ___ morning; in ___ afternoon 
 
___ Unable to present on Friday, December 10 in ___ morning; in ___ afternoon 
 
 

Email this completed form to Christopher Hanczrik,  
Director of Assessment Operations, OSPI by September 15, 2010  

Christopher.Hanczrik@k12.wa.us 
360-725-6350 
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 WERA Board Members 2009-2010 

 
Bob Silverman, President 
Vice-President 
Educational Technology Consulting 
9306 Milburn Loop SE 
Lacey WA 98513 
360-349-7469 
360-923-09007 (fax) 
bobsilver3@comcast.net   
 
Nancy Katims, President-Elect 
Director of Assessment, Research, and Evaluation 
Edmonds School District 
20420 68th Ave. W.  
Lynnwood, WA 98036  
Phone: 425-431-7302  
Fax: 425-431-7123 
katimsn@edmonds.wednet.edu  
 
Emilie Hard, Past President 
Executive Director of Teaching and Learning 
Issaquah School District 
Phone: 425-837-7052 
HardE@issaquah@wednet.edu  
 
 
Leonard Winchell, Executive Secretary 
Washington Educational Research Association 
PO Box 64489 
University Place, WA 98464 
253-564-4816 
253-564-4816 (fax) 
lenwwa@aol.com  
 

At-Large Board Members 
 
Phil Dommes 
Director of Assessment 
North Thurston School District 
305 College Street NE 
Lacey WA 98516 
360-412-4465 
360-412-4555 (fax) 
pdommes@nthurston.k12.wa.us  
(Term expires April 30, 2011) 
 
Mike Jacobsen 
Director, Assessment and Curriculum  
White River School District 
240 North A 
Buckley WA 98321 
360-829-3951 
360-829-3358 (fax) 
mjacobse@whiteriver.wednet.edu  
(Term expires April 30, 2012) 
 
Kathryn Sprigg 
Accountability Assistant Director 
Highline School District 
15675 Ambaum Blvd SW 
Burien WA 98166 
206-433-2334 
206-433-2351 (fax) 
spriggkl@hsd401.org   
(Term expires April 30, 2012) 
 
Christopher Hanczrik 
Director, Assessment Operations 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Old Capitol Bldg, PO Box 47200 
Olympia, WA 98504-7200 
360-725-6350 
360-725-6332 (fax) 
christopher.hanczrik@k12.wa.us 

Washington Educational Research Association (WERA) 
http://wera-web.org  

 
The mission of the Washington Education Association is to improve the professional practice of educators engaged in instruction, 
assessment, evaluation, and research. 

 
WERA Services 

• WERA provides professional development through conferences, publications, and seminars. 
• WERA provides forums to explore thoughtful approaches and a variety of views and issues in education. 
• WERA provides consultation and advice to influence educational policy regarding instruction, assessment, evaluation, and 

research. 
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The Standard Deviation Newsletter 
 
Editor  
Andrea Meld, Ph.D. 
Assessment and Student Information 
OSPI 
360-725-6438 
andrea_meld@q.com  
 
Photo Editor 
Don Schmitz 
Mukilteo School District 
 
WERA Board Liaison 
Phil Dommes, Ph.D. 
North Thurston School District 
 
Editorial Assistants 
Angie Mangiantini  
Debra Hawkins 
OSPI 
 
Layout Designer 
Michelle Sekulich 
The Boeing Company 
 
Executive Secretary 
Leonard Winchell 
WERA 
 
The Standard Deviation is published spring, winter, and fall 
as an online newsletter. Submissions are welcomed from 
WERA members and others. Kindly submit articles for 
consideration using APA format.   

Washington Educational 
Research Association 

PO Box 64489 

University Place, WA 98464 

 
We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.wera-web.org  


