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Morning Schedule

7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Check-in and Continental Breakfast, Conference Center

Clock Hours Sign-up at Registration Table

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Workshops

Workshop 1 – Crystal A (all-day workshop)

Seven Strategies of Assessment for Learning
Jan Chappuis, Classroom Assessment Specialist, ETS Assessment Training Institute
This session will organize research-based recommendations about assessment practices into an instructional framework. Seven strategies are structured around three formative assessment questions: “Where am I going?”; “Where am I now?”; and “How can I close the gap?” We will explore effective practices. Specific topics include: Making learning targets clear to students; Providing descriptive feedback; Teaching students to self-assess and set goals; Engaging students in self-reflection, tracking, and sharing their learning—establishing protocols in the classroom.  Materials and exercises will offer practical suggestions for incorporating assessment for learning into daily teaching and assessment.

Workshop 2 – Crystal C

Making the Math COE Work in Your District
Leigh Ann Mahaffie, Secondary Math Instructional Coach, Puyallup School District

This session will look at a successful model for implementing the Mathematics Collection of Evidence.  We will approach the process from the district, building, and classroom perspectives.  Presenters from the Puyallup School District will discuss how systemic implementation leads to student success.

Workshop 3 – Mercer

Embracing Data Resistance
Joe Belmonte, Executive Director of Elementary Education, North Thurston Public Schools
Heather Rader, Elementary Literacy Coach, North Thurston Public Schools

At North Thurston all educators are part of a collaborative team that meets throughout the year.  Spend a half-day with the Executive Director of Elementary Education and an Instructional Specialist to find out how we counter resistance to assessment data with support.  We will use the ‘I do, we do, you do’ approach. Participants will view video of an actual data team, simulate a data team process and reflect on potential application of the data team model for their districts.
Workshop 4 – Crystal B

What’s New in Assessment and Psychometrics
Yoonsun Lee, Director of Assessment and Psychometrics, OSPI 

Joe Willhoft, Assistant Superintendent, Assessment and Student Information, OSPI
This session will address current and relevant topics in assessment and psychometrics, such as vertical scaling.  The presenters will include an update of plans for revising the Mathematics WASL in response to revised state standards and they will discuss implications for school district administrators.


Morning Schedule (continued)
Workshop 5 – Emerald F

How to Set Up an Assessment System at the High School level: It Can be Done!

Cheryl Young, K-12 Reading Specialist, OSPI

This session will provide educational leaders and lead teachers with tools to implement a structural assessment system under RTI to assess student needs and schedule intervention at the secondary level. Participants will identify and plan for a reading assessment system, identify student reading needs, and create a schedule for student placement. High school examples will be provided. Learner outcomes include identifying a reading assessment system within RTI; scheduling a reading assessment time-frame; and identifying student needs and student placement for reading intervention. 
10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Break, Refreshments

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch in the Emerald Room

Afternoon Schedule

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Workshops

Workshop 1 – Crystal A (continues from morning)

Seven Strategies of Assessment for Learning
Jan Chappuis, Classroom Assessment Specialist, ETS Assessment Training Institute
Workshop 6 – Emerald F

Dynamics of NCLB

Gayle Pauley, Title I Director, OSPI 

Bob Harmon, Assistant Superintendent, Special Programs & Federal Accountability, OSPI


Participants will receive information on the current status of school and district accountability goals in the state of Washington in relationship to state assessments. 2008 AYP data will be reviewed and Title I school requirements will be addressed.  Current state plans to support school improvement and achievement, and the reauthorization of No Child Left Behind will be covered.

Afternoon Schedule (continued)

Workshop 7  – Crystal B

Mathematics Standards, Curriculum, and Assessment on the Move
Lexie Domaradzki, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, OSPI
This session will summarize the analysis of state standards that drove the changes for the WASL Mathematics assessments. Participants will examine the newly revised WASL Test and Item Specification Documents for grades 3-8 and High School based on Standards Adopted in 2008.  These documents for grades 3-8 will determine changes in test content for WASL starting in 2010.  High School changes will be discussed, including plans for implementing  the High School WASL in 2011.

Workshop 8 – Mercer

Arts Classroom-Based Performance Assessments Demonstration-New/Revised Items in Dance, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts

Ann Rene Joseph, Program Supervisor of the Arts, OSPI
Arts Assessment Leadership Team trainers will showcase students to demonstrate new/revised Arts Classroom-Based Performance Assessments in dance, music, theatre and visual arts.  Participants will be able to observe the student and teacher in the process of taking the CBPA.  Participants, teacher and students will score the student on the appropriate classroom rubrics.

Meeting 9 – Crystal C

Meeting of District Assessment Directors Network
Bob Silverman, Executive Director of Assessment and Accountability, Puyallup School District

This is a scheduled network meeting.  This group plans its own agenda and conducts business and discussion under Bob’s leadership.
2:30 - 2:45 p.m. Break, Refreshments
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7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Check-in and Continental Breakfast, Hilton Conference Center

Clock Hours Sign-up at Registration Table

8:30 -10:00 a.m.

General Session, Emerald Ballroom
Welcome:

Nancy Arnold, Puyallup School District and conference co-chair

Robert Hodgman, OSPI, and conference co-chair

Cathy Fromme, Yakima School District, and conference co-chair
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10:00 - 10:15 a.m.

Break, Refreshments in Lobby


-- Crystal A --

1.1  Keynote Follow-up – Can Formative Assessment be Truly Transformative?

W. James Popham, Professor Emeritus, UCLA Graduate School of Education and Information Studies
In a recent widely distributed book, Dr. Popham states that formative assessment can, if appropriately employed, fundamentally transform the way teachers teach. Following a brief description of formative assessment as presented in Transformative Assessment, published by ASCD, Dr. Popham will present the case for utilizing formative assessment as a way of changing the way teachers instruct their students.
-- Crystal B --

1.2
OSPI Mathematics Assessment Update - Grades 3-8 and High School

Karen Hall, Mathematics Specialist, OSPI

Participants will explore the newly revised WASL Mathematics Test and Item Specification Documents for grades 3-8 and high school, based on standards that were adopted in 2008.  The Grade 3-8 item documents will determine WASL math test content beginning in 2010. The high school test map document will be implemented for the high school Math WASL in 2011.

-- Crystal C --

1.3  Finding and Creating High Quality Rubrics


Judy Arter, Education Solutions Consultant, ETS Training Institute, Portland, Oregon

Rubrics can be powerful instructional and assessment tools in the classroom, but only if they are designed for these purposes. We will examine in detail the features of successful classroom rubrics and discuss several rubrics with those features.
-- Emerald A --

1.4  Linking a Comprehensive Professional Development Literacy Program to Student Achievement


Nancy Katims, Director of Assessment, Research & Evaluation, Edmonds School District


N. Lynn Caulkins, Assessment and Data Specialist, Edmonds School District


Maggie Conners, K-6 Literacy Coach, Edmonds School District


Lara Drew, Director of Elementary Education, Edmonds School District

It is inherently difficult to isolate and measure the effects of professional development and its impact on student achievement. This session will describe a nontraditional approach to evaluating a professional development program in elementary literacy, centered around a comprehensive district-wide coaching model that has resulted in higher student achievement.    

-- Emerald B --

1.5  Collection of Evidence - Overview and New Updates


Lesley Klenk, CAA Options Administrator, OSPI


Amanda Mount, COE Operations Specialist, OSPI
OSPI Collection of Evidence (COE) staff will deliver the latest updates, including the revised “Red Book”, results from February ’08 and June ’08, submission protocols, the dates of K-20 presentations, ESD trainings, and the scoring application process. When you leave the session you will be “in the know.”
-- Emerald C --

1.6  End-of-Course Testing: Lessons for Washington

Bethany Gross, Founding Partner, Education First Consulting, LLC
In 2007, at the request of Governor Gregoire in response to ESSB 6023, the State Board of Education (SBE) contracted with Education First Consulting, LLC, a national education policy consulting firm, to conduct an independent study of statewide end-of-course (EOC) assessments. Education First presented a report describing the strengths and weaknesses of standards-based comprehensive assessments such as the WASL, and standards-based (EOC) assessments. . In 2008 the Legislature directed OSPI to revise the high school mathematics WASL and to replace it with algebra and geometry end-of-course tests. This session will discuss anticipated changes to the high school mathematics assessment and summarize what has been learned from other states with EOC assessments.

-- Mercer A --

1.7  What Data Do School Districts Need to Measure ELL Success?


Howard DeLeeuw, Program Supervisor, Migrant and Bilingual Education, OSPI


Patty Finnegan, Research and Evaluation Manager, Migrant & Bilingual Education, OSPI


Helen Malagon, Transitional Bilingual Education/TitleIII/Refugee Supervisor, OSPI

English language learners (ELLs) must learn both English language skills and academic content at an accelerated pace in order to succeed in school. How do districts measure whether ELLs are making expected growth and progress toward English language proficiency and meeting rigorous academic standards? The presenters will discuss several existing data sources that districts can access to measure the effectiveness of their programs for ELLs.

-- Mercer B  --

1.8  Addressing the Achievement Gap for African American Students in Washington

Mona Bailey, Educational Consultant  


Trish Dziko, Founder and Director, Technology Access Foundation
The 2008 Legislature directed the Center for the Improvement of Student Learning to convene an advisory committee to address the achievement gap for African American students.  Co-Chairs for the HB2722 Advisory Committee will summarize the committee’s recommendations for a comprehensive plan to improve the educational attainment of African-American students, review achievement data and examine successful practices.
-- San Juan --

1.9   Accountability for Social Studies? The Role of GLEs and CBAs

Caleb Perkins, Program Supervisor, Social Studies/International Education, OSPI

This session will present an update on the GLEs and CBAs and an overview of a recent study on the implementation of the Civics CBAs. To see that students become engaged, informed citizens, OSPI developed Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) in civics, history, geography, economics, and social studies skills, and classroom-based assessment models (CBAs) to help evaluate how well students are meeting  these standards. GLEs provide a clear and specific description of the knowledge, skills, and concepts students need to know in social studies. The CBAs complement the GLEs by giving critical feedback on student learning in civics, history, geography, and economics at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. Most districts will be using the CBAs this year with the new accountability requirements for social studies.

-- Orcas A --

1.10  NAEP in Washington - Past, Present and Future

Angie Mangiantini, NAEP State Coordinator, OSPI
This presentation will review past studies, assessments and results of the assessments in which Washington students have participated.  It will also provide an overview of current assessment activities in the state of Washington and across the nation.  Future schedules of assessments and studies will be provided.

-- Orcas B --
1.11 New Developments in CAA Options


Laurel Nanke, CAA Options Analyst, OSPI
This session will present an overview of the Certificate of Academic Achievement (CAA) Options available to high school students as alternatives to the WASL.  The presentation will include new developments and changes to the CAA Options programs this year.  The CAA Options to the WASL include the ACT, SAT and AP tests; the WASL/Grades Comparison, and the Collection of Evidence (COE).  The Out of State Student Transfer Waiver program will also be covered in this presentation.


Second General Session, Emerald Ballroom
12:30 - 1:30 p.m.



-- Crystal A --

2.1  Washington's New Accountability System - A Replacement for AYP?

Pete Bylsma, Consultant to State Board of Education
The State Board of Education is developing an accountability system to identify schools and districts for recognition and more support. An index has been created that sorts schools and districts into different “tiers” based on multiple measures. This session will explain the index, tiers, and recognition system as well as how the state system relates to the federal AYP system.

-- Crystal B --

2.2  Response to Intervention: Implications for Systems Change at the District Level


Mike Jacobsen, Assessment and Curriculum Director, White River School District

White River School District is one of six recipients of a three-year OSPI RTI grant. Participants will learn the big ideas of RTI, the steps necessary for district-wide implementation, the requirements for data collection and analysis, and how RTI integrates with the district’s major PLC emphasis.  Additional information will include development of RTI teams, and effective reading and math interventions.

-- Crystal C --

2.3  Converting Rubric Scores to Grades

Judy Arter, Education Solutions Consultant, ETS Training Institute, Portland, Oregon
Even when educators use rubrics as tools for student learning there usually comes a time when rubric scores need to be converted to a grade. It doesn't work to convert rubric scores to percentages and then to grades. This session will introduce more logical options and provide time for practice.

-- Emerald A --

2.4  Writing in Washington 2008

Nikki Elliott-Schuman, Writing Assessment Specialist, OSPI


Nancy Spane, Writing Assessment Specialist, OSPI

This session will focus on the analysis and observations from the 2008 Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) Writing data to inform curriculum and instruction. Based on the latest results, new instructional booklets for grades 4, 7, and high school will be presented. Participants will be involved in hands-on interactive writing activities.

-- Emerald B --

2.5  Terry Bergeson Follow-up


Terry Bergeson, Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Come meet with State Superintendent Bergeson and discuss ideas from her presentation and other educational issues you would like to explore.

-- Emerald C --

2.6  OSPI Math Assessment Update for High School


Robert Hodgman, Mathematics Specialist, OSPI

Participants will examine state results from the 2008 high school Mathematics WASL and lessons learned from scoring, including trends in students’ responses over the past few years.  Participants will also receive the released items documents for 2008.

-- Mercer A --

2.7  Coaching New School Leaders for Success


Michael Silver, Director of Administration Programs, College of Education, Seattle University


Chad R. Lochmiller, Research Assistant, University of Washington


Ann Marie Tripps, Project Director, Program for New Principals, Seattle University
New principals need leadership coaching, mentoring and support to become effective school leaders. This session will present an overview of strategies applied in a university-school partnership coaching program. Participants will discuss approaches to assessment, research findings and lessons learned for coaching programs to support both new administrators and leadership coaching practice.

-- Mercer B --

2.8  Collection of Evidence - Reading Student Performances and Scoring


Kathleen Rice, COE Reading Consultant, OSPI


Lesley Klenk, CAA Options Administrator, OSPI

In this presentation OSPI staff will present about the demographics of reading COE participants, the strand level performance across the collections, the realities of ELL student participation, and the scoring methodology that has changed the way many reading teachers are instructing students.
-- San Juan --

2.9  Assessment Item Attributes that May Impact Student Achievement Scores


Janet Gordon, Data/Assessment Researcher, North Central Educational Service District

There is much emphasis today on creating assessments to help us know where a student is on their scaffold of learning.  You may find that you need to construct a test as a benchmark or to help you adjust your classroom instruction.  This should be easy!  But wait; certain item attributes may impact students’ achievement scores.  

-- Orcas A --

2.10 How Do Neighborhoods Matter for Children’s Outcomes at Kindergarten and Grade 4?


Jennifer Lloyd, Research Scientist & Post-Doctoral Fellow, University of British Columbia

Studies increasingly reveal a relationship between neighborhoods and the developmental/educational outcomes of its young children. This presentation will discuss the findings from two recent studies conducted in British Columbia, Canada. First, we explored the influence of various structural characteristics of the neighborhoods in which rural and urban children reside on their outcomes at Kindergarten and Grade 4. Second, we utilized the “Index of Concentration at the Extremes” to measure neighborhoods’ affluence and disadvantage and, in turn, explain variation in children’s outcomes at Kindergarten.

-- Orcas B --
2.11  --- No session scheduled ---
[image: image4.wmf]
3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

Break, Refreshments in Lobby


-- Crystal A --

3.1  Prewriting for Expository Writing
Nikki Elliott-Schuman, Writing Assessment Specialist, OSPI

Nancy Spane, Writing Assessment Specialist, OSPI
According to research, students who use effective prewriting strategies and link their writing to the prewriting frequently score higher on the NAEP Writing Assessment. This Prewriting Module features instructional strategies for classroom and on-demand writing that will help students effectively plan their writing. Lesson design includes modeling of writing, shared writing, partner writing, and independent writing as well as diagnostic, formative, and summative assessments.

-- Crystal B --

3.2  Predicting WASL Reading and Math Performance Using MAP


David Dreher, Project Coordinator, Highline School District
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) is a computer-based adaptive assessment that Highline School District has used for six years to monitor student progress in math and reading. Regression models that include MAP and WASL as factors were used to predict 2008 WASL scale scores. Data provided to the schools enabled teachers to design strategic interventions and target instruction for students at risk of not meeting standard on the WASL. This presentation will examine the success of this predictive tool and discuss its use across the district.

-- Crystal C --

3.3  Collection of Evidence, Mathematics Student Performances and Scoring

Anton Jackson, Mathematics Assessment Specialist, OSPI

The mathematics COE has developed tremendously since its introduction in 2007. Over 4,000 students from all across Washington have submitted collections in an attempt to earn their Certificate of Academic Achievement. In this presentation, OSPI staff will present data on the mathematics COEs including student demographics, strand level performance data, the realities of ELL student participation, and the scoring methodology used to determine work sample and collection scores. Participants will join in a discussion about using COE data to inform instruction.

-- Emerald A --

3.4 Using Program Evaluation to Inform High School Improvement


Sue Cohn, Contracted Coordinator, High School Initiatives, OSPI


Arcella Hall, Director Secondary Reinvention, OSPI


Candace Gratama, Senior Vice President, The BERC Group

This presentation will review two high school program evaluations and implications for practice. The first study evaluated the implementation and impact of three reform initiatives from 2005-2008. The second study assessed the status of alternative education in Washington. These studies were intended to provide OSPI with data to inform both program and policy development.
-- Emerald B --

3.5  OSPI Math Assessment Update for Grades 6-8


Lynda Eich, Mathematics Specialist, OSPI
Participants will examine state results for 2008 Math WASL at grades 6-8 and lessons learned from scoring, including trends in students’ responses over the past few years.  Participants will also receive the released items documents for 2008.  

-- Emerald C --

3.6  OSPI Math Assessment Update for Grades 3-5


Mary Holmberg, Mathematics Specialist, OSPI

Participants will examine state results for 2008 Math WASL at grades 3-5 and lessons learned from scoring, including trends in students’ responses over the past few years.  Participants will also receive the released items documents for 2008. 

-- Mercer A --

3.7  WERA Symposium: How Faithful were You in Program Evaluation?

Peter Hendrickson, Assessment, Research, and Evaluation Specialist, Everett School District


Feng-Yi Hung, Director of Assessment and Program Evaluation, Clover Park School District


Jack Monpas-Huber, Director of Assessment, Shoreline School District

--Monitoring Elementary Math in a Large District:  A Longitudinal Study.  Why do fewer students meet the WASL math standard after Grade 4?  To try to answer this question for its own students, Spokane Public Schools launched a longitudinal study of elementary math achievement at Grade 5.  This paper offers insights from the first year of that study.

-- How does Reading First help students achieve in reading?  Does this school-wide model also impact student performance in other content areas?  WASL and DIBELS scores for Reading First schools in Clover Park, an urban school district, will be presented. The implications of Reading First program will be discussed in this paper.

--Fidelity of Implementation (FOI):  Curriculum Adoptions/Program Renewal.  Each year districts adopt new or renewed programs in the content areas with hopes of improving student performance.  However, it is risky to base evaluations on student outcomes if the program was implemented with unknown fidelity.  A model for evaluating the FOI is proposed. Did the schools implement the program as designed?  Critical components with suggested measures are identified.

-- Mercer B --

3.8  What Districts and Schools are Learning About Instructional Leadership


Anthony A. Byrd, Assistant Superintendent, Teaching and Learning, Edmonds School District

This presentation will share the results of a qualitative case study completed in a suburban Washington State school district analyzing the principals’ and district administrators’ role implementing a local instructional initiative.  The study suggests that if we expect teaching practices to go to scale, principals need to be strong instructional leaders. If we expect principals to be instructional leaders, district administrators need to know how to support them.  Participants will discuss the results in terms of their role as leaders engaged with instruction and assessment within their schools and across a system.  

-- San Juan --

3.9  Clashing Syllables: Differentiating between Language Acquisition and Learning Disabilities for ELL Students


Tamara Yarde, Assessment Data Analyst, Spokane School District
Differentiating between ELLs that have an actual LD versus ELLs who struggle to learn English because of their limited proficiency in English warrants a great need to isolate, define, and interpret their learning needs.  What is the difference between the two and what current approaches are being used to differentiate them?

-- Orcas A --

3.10 Arts Classroom Based Performance Assessments, Reporting, and Possibilities


AnneRene Joseph, Program Supervisor for the Arts, OSPI


Members of the Arts Assessment Leadership Team Trainers if available

New and revised Arts Classroom-Based Performance Assessments (CBPAs) have been piloted and added to the 100 CBPAs available for use in dance, music, theatre and visual arts at the elementary, middle and high school levels.  Statewide reporting begins with the 2008-2009 school year.  Get the information and resources here!

-- Orcas B --
3.11 --- No session scheduled ---

7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Check-in and Continental Breakfast 
8:30 - 10:00 a.m.

Third General Session, Emerald Ballroom
Welcome:

Nancy Arnold, Puyallup School District and conference co-chair

Robert Hodgman, OSPI, and conference co-chair

Cathy Fromme, Yakima School District, and conference co-chair


[image: image5.wmf]
10:00 - 10:15 a.m.

Break, Refreshments in Lobby


-- Crystal A --

4.1  Keynote Follow-up

Henry Levin, Columbia University
This session will give participants the opportunity to discuss ideas presented at Henry Levin’s keynote presentation and to raise questions and make other comments.

-- Crystal B --

4.2   Accountability for Social Studies? The Role of GLEs and CBAs (repeat of session 1.9)

Caleb Perkins, Program Supervisor, Social Studies/International Education, OSPI
This session will present an update on the GLEs and CBAs and an overview of a recent study on the implementation of the Civics CBAs. To help students become engaged, informed citizens, OSPI developed Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) in civics, history, geography, economics, and social studies skills, and classroom-based assessment models (CBAs) to help evaluate how well students are meeting  these standards. GLEs provide a clear and specific description of the knowledge, skills, and concepts students need to know in social studies. The CBAs complement the GLEs by giving critical feedback on student learning in civics, history, geography, and economics at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. Most districts will be using the CBAs this year with the new accountability requirements for social studies.
-- Crystal C --

4.3  To Test or Not to Test, That is the Question


Bob Silverman, Executive Director, Assessment and Accountability, Puyallup School District


Peter Hendrickson, Assessment Specialist, Everett School District

Three years ago Superintendent Bergeson made the bold policy call to allow 9th graders to take the high school WASL.  In 2008 the Puyallup and Everett School Districts responded to this challenge by testing virtually all students in reading and writing, and many selected students in mathematics.  Come to this presentation to hear the details of this initiative and our evaluation of whether the decision to test all students was worthwhile.  Test results will be shared.

-- Emerald A --

4.4  High School Graduation Requirements: Meeting State Standards


Brian Jeffries, Graduation Policy Director, OSPI

This session will provide an overview and update on the high school graduation requirements, including updates on the high school WASL, approved alternative assessments, alternate assessments for students receiving special education, and the Certificates of Academic and Individual Achievement.

-- Emerald B --

4.5  Washington Kids Count's State of Washington’s Children - How Poverty and Inequality Influence Child Outcomes


Hilary Loeb, Research Analyst, Washington Kids Count, Human Services Policy Center


Xiang Gao, Ph.D. Candidate, University of Washington School of Social Work

Maya Magarati, Research Consultant, Washington Kids Count, Human Services Policy Center

Lori Pfingst, Assistant Director, Washington Kids Count, Human Services Policy Center
The 2008 report, State of Washington’s Children highlights the effects of poverty and inequality across multiple areas of child well-being.  This presentation will provide an overview of key findings in the report and an opportunity for educators to discuss the implications of this study for schools and districts.
-- Emerald C --

4.6  Ethnomathematics: Math Schemes of Cultural Groups Around the World


Miriam Amit, Mathematics Professor and Director, Center for Science and Technology Education, Ben-Gurion

University of the Negev, Israel
We can better understand the development of mathematical thinking by studying how people from different cultures and ethnicities build mathematical ideas, tools and techniques to solve everyday problems such as measurement, time, and distance.  The researcher will describe her findings from observations and interviews with people from Australia, India, South America, Far and Middle East tribes and other places where they have not used formal mathematics. 

-- Mercer A --

4.7  Measuring the Link between Elementary Teachers and Student Achievement


Alan Spicciati, Chief Accountability Officer, Highline School District

How can you measure the impact of a teacher on student achievement growth? Can teacher assignment outweigh poverty and race in determining achievement growth? This session will present an analysis of MAP growth scores of over 3,000 students and 150 elementary teachers through descriptive statistics and multiple regression.  Results showed a one standard deviation increase in classroom growth, equivalent to three months of expected growth, and that master’s degrees and experience are correlated with student growth, while college selectivity and math course taking are not.  An overview of related literature on teacher effectiveness and suggestions for school leaders will also be presented.



-- Mercer B --

4.8  Science Matters: OSPI Overview of Revised Science Standards


Mary McClellan, Science Director for Teaching and Learning, OSPI


Tara Richerson, Science Specialist, OSPI
The Washington State Science Standards have been revised.  A new logo, refined content, increased rigor, expanded inquiry abilities, and K-12 standards are only a few of the changes to be found in the new standards.  Join us in this informative session to understand the revision process and get a first look at the final revision of the Washington

K-12 Science Standards.

-- San Juan –

4.9  Collection of Evidence, Writing Student Performances and Scoring

Steve Pearse, COE Writing Consultant, OSPI
OSPI staff will present key information regarding Collection of Evidence demographics and scoring methodology. Three key themes inform this presentation:

            • What are some clear connections between purposeful process and proficient performance?

            • How do the Writing Instructional Modules align with COE skills and content?

            • How can teachers appropriately support student writers for success?

Please join us as we share new ideas, confirm sound practices, and discuss the continuing challenges and opportunities that the Writing COE represents.

-- Orcas A --

4.10 Educational Attainment of Foster Children: 2006 Results

Mason Burley, Senior Research Associate, Washington State Institute for Public Policy

Foster care children are one of the state’s most academically at-risk populations.  A 2001 report by the Washington Institute for Public Policy reported the gap in standardized test scores between foster youth and non-foster youth.  This presentation will focus on new Institute research based on WASL meeting-standard rates and other educational outcomes.

-- Orcas B --
4.11  --- No session scheduled ---


-- Crystal A --

5.1  Washington Kids Count's Community Level Indicators for Kids – A New Online Tool


Hilary Loeb, Research Analyst, Washington Kids Count, Human Services Policy Center


Xiang Gao, Ph.D. Candidate, University of Washington School of Social Work

Maya Magarati, Research Consultant, Washington Kids Count, Human Services Policy Center

Lori Pfingst, Assistant Director, Washington Kids Count, Human Services Policy Center

The new Community Level Indicators for Kids (CLIKS) online resource enables users to access county and district-level educational, health, and economic data.  This presentation will provide an overview and examples of how CLIKS can be a tool for educators to take a closer look at the local conditions influencing the lives of children and families.
-- Crystal B --

5.2  Introduction to the New Collaborative Research Project


Jeanne Harmon, Executive Director, Center for Strengthening the Teaching Profession


Corrine McGuigan, Assistant Supt. for Research and Educator Development, Center for Strengthening the


Teaching Profession

The Collaborative Research Project is an initiative of multiple researchers.  The goal of the CRP is to establish avenues of communication whereby researchers can 1) be aware of each other’s activities and collaborate on research issues; 2) collectively address high need areas; and 3) support each other and graduate students.

-- Crystal C --

5.3  Evaluation Results from the First Year of Math Coaching

Kyra Kester, Senior Research Associate, Washington State University
The Washington legislature authorized grants to 25 districts to create and support math coaches. SESRC/WSU is evaluating the program. This presentation will describe the professional development provided to the coaches and the results of an end-of-year survey administered to the math coaches, the school administrators who supervised them, and the teachers with whom they worked.

-- Emerald A --

5.4  Powerful Partnerships with Family, School, and Community


Sally Brownfield, Facilitator, OSPI

Developing family, school, and community partnerships focused on student learning will increase achievement.  Participants will review research, learn about successful practices, and find out what is going on in Washington State.  The information will help schools analyze their assets and challenges, link families to their children’s learning, and align activities with academic goals.

-- Emerald B --

5.5  New Developments in CAA Options (repeat of session 1.11)


Laurel Nanke, CAA Options Analyst, OSPI
This session will present an overview of the Certificate of Academic Achievement (CAA) Options available to high school students as alternatives to the WASL.  The presentation will include new developments and changes to the CAA Options programs this year.  The CAA Options to the WASL include the ACT, SAT and AP tests; the WASL/Grades Comparison, and the Collection of Evidence (COE).  The Out of State Student Transfer Waiver program will also be covered in this presentation.

-- Emerald C --

5.6  Investments in Early Learning: Key Findings from the Washington Learns Finance Study


Richard N. Brandon, Director, Human Services Policy Center, University of Washington


T.J. Stutman, Policy Analyst, Human Services Policy Center, University of Washington

This study will discuss research-based solutions to inadequate supply and parental demand of high-quality services and the lack of accountability in early care and education.  The study estimates costs to providers, different parent groups, and public and private agencies for making high quality early learning financially accessible to all young children. 

-- Mercer A --

5.7  Deficit Model Thinking, 'At-Risk' Designations, and Evaluations


Elaine Wood, Graduate Student and Research Assistant, Washington State University
Linked to “at-risk” designations, deficit model thinking can be present in social or educational programs.  “At-Risk” labels are particularly harmful in situations involving Native Americans and other indigenous peoples because colonization and its continuing influence are overlooked.  Evaluators need to be aware of these paradigms and are uniquely positioned to work for social justice by addressing them.
-- Mercer B --

5.8  What is the Education Research and Data Center?


Deb Came, Senior Forecast Analyst, Ed. Research and Data Center, State Office of Financial Management


Carol B. Jenner, Senior Forecast Analyst, Ed. Research and Data Center, State Office of Financial Management


Michael Gass, Senior Forecast Analyst, Ed. Research and Data Center, State Office of Financial Management
In 2007 the Legislature established an education data center in the Washington State Office of Financial Management.  What is the education data center?  Who are the staff?  What are their research plans?  What data do they use?  This presentation will give an overview of the ERDC.

-- San Juan --

5.9  Distributed Instructional Leadership at Middle School - Lessons Learned


Daniel Lysne, Professional Development Specialist, Sumner School District
Teacher leaders are an essential lynchpin in the distribution of instructional leadership.  This session will focus on an action research project on the necessary training, support, and potential roadblocks for teachers leading teams of teachers focused on assessment and data.  The session will highlight salient research on distributing instructional leadership, share early qualitative data from our work in our middle school, and will provide an open conversation for next steps in essential training for teachers in positional leadership roles.
5.10  --- No session scheduled --- 



    -- Orcas A –

5.11  --- No session scheduled ---



    -- Orcas B --
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CONFERENCE EVALUATION





WERA has just posted a new online survey for evaluating this conference.  Your thoughts and opinions are of great value to those planning future conferences.  Please take a few minutes after the conference to complete the evaluation form online at:





www.opinion.wsu.edu/WERA
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Opening Address:





Can Instructionally Insensitive Accountability Tests Ever Evaluate Educators Fairly? 





W. James Popham


Professor Emeritus, UCLA Graduate School of Education and Information Studies





A cornerstone assumption of the educational accountability movement is that the tests we use to assess student achievement will allow us to accurately determine the quality of instruction teachers have provided to their students. But if accountability tests such as the WASL are, in fact, unable to accurately gauge instructional quality, then this cornerstone assumption clearly collapses. This presentation will focus on the nature of instructional sensitivity and how to discern whether a state's accountability tests are instructionally sensitive.
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What Does the Taxpayer Gain by Investing in the Poor?





Henry M. Levin


William H. Kilpatrick Professor of Economics and Education, Columbia University 





Investing in quality programs for at-risk students has both costs and benefits to the taxpayer.  For example, investments that increase high school completion raise tax revenues through higher personal income and reduce the costs to the public of crime, public assistance, and publicly provided health care.  But when the public costs and benefits to the taxpayer are calculated for specific dropout prevention approaches, do the benefits exceed the costs?  This presentation will provide the answers to that question.
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11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.


Lunch, Emerald Ballroom





Praeger's Follies Contest Award Winners Announced
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Mello-Aires Jazz Choir, Woodway High School, Edmonds SD
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