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Presentation Goals

A Provide overview of Washington KIDS COUNT
(WKC)

A Define school engagement
A Share key components of Healthy Youth Survey
A Present study findings

A Summarize key state policies affecting school
engagement

A Discuss implications of study findings



WashingtonKIDS COUNT Missior

. To Improve the lives of children and families by:

Providing comprehensive data and information on
children and families

Objectively analyzing data and conducting policy
analysis

Collaborating with national, state, and local partners

Conducting outreach with the policy community



Background

. Current federal and state focus on improving
high school graduation rate and encouraging
postsecondary success

. Longstanding achievement gaps experienced
historically underserved groups in WA

. Numerous WA efforts targeting adolescent
engagement



Why Does This ' Matter?

Engagement is linked to:

B Student achievement and dropping out

B Reduction of drug and alcohol use

B Reduction in unprotected sexual intercourse

. School factors can improve student engagement

Inadequate education costs individuals,
communities, and the state

B Each dropout, over his or her lifetime, costs the nation
approximately $260,000

B Additional lifetime income for dropouts of the WA class of
2009if they graduated $8.8 billion
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é just 17 will go on to obtain an AA or BA within six
years of graduating from high school

Source: National Center for Higher Education Management Systems



Engagement Defined
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Source: Fredricks, J.A., Blumenfeld, P. C., & Paris,A. (2004). School engagement: Potential of the concepe state of th
evidence.Review of Educational Researctb7#19.



What Fosters-School Engagemen

.- Schools
BPersonalizing instruction

‘BSustaining a caring and supportive learning
environment

BProviding assistance to enable all students to meet
challenging academic standards

- Families
BParenting relationships

BHome-school relationships fostering formal and
iInformal connections

BResponsibility for student outcomes



What Fosters-School Engagemen

. Peers

BFriendships are formed within academic tracks

BA concern about dropout prevention or reengagement
efforts can be the concentration of disengaged youth

. Communities

BDisengagement is largest in socially and economically
marginalized communities

BHigh quality afteschool, summer, and servidearning
programs



Dropping Out: The Ultimate Form
of Disengagement

Institutional Reasons Individual Reasons

Family structure Academic achievement
Familysocial capital Student mobility during

middle and high school
Family monitoring Gradelevel retention
Compositionof student School engagement
body

Small classan early grades Membership in historically
underserved group

Strongacademic school Language proficiency
climates Participation in preschool



