The Measurement of
Race and Ethnicity

Charles Hirschman
University of Washington

WERA Conference
March 25, 2010



FIGURE 1 Census 2000 questions on Hispanic origin,
race, and ancestry

Is this person Spanish/Hispanic/Latino? Mark (X)
the “No” box if not Spanish /Hispanic / Latino,

O No, not Spanish /Hispanic/Latina

@) Yes, Mexican, Mexican Am., Chicano

Questions

@ Yes, other Spanish /Hispanic/Latino —Print group/

A panISh rlgln What is this person’s race? Mark (X) one or
more races fo indicote what this person considers
himself/herself to be.

O White

O Black, African Am., or Negro

American Indian or Alaska Native — Print name
of enrolled or principal tribe.

A Race
ANot e fimar k o n el

atinese
O Filipino Chomorro
O Japonese Q) Samoan
) Korean (O Other Pacific
0 Islander —
Vietnomese Print rac7

O Other Asion —Print roce.

A Ancestry

(O Some other race — Print race. 4

What is this person's ancestry or ethnic origin?

(For example: Itclian, Jamcican, African Am., Cambodion,
n, French Canadian,
Niaerion Mexi




\What does the Census Bureau

mean by race?

.- b-as-e d- -odentifeagionflThe racial
categories included in the census

guestionnaire generally reflect a social

definition of race recognized in this

country, and not an attempt to define

race biologically, anthropologically or
genetically. People may choose to report

more than one race to indicate their

raci al mi xture, such 8
and White. o Peopl e whc
origin as Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish

may be of any race.
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TS ASSESSMENT TEST TO THE WTRUSION MOSTLY | OBJECT
15 ASKING ME WHAT ON YOUR PRIVACY? TO HAVING ONE
TO THE IMPHUCATION MORE QUESTION
THAT BACE STILL TO ANSWER.
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