
Elementary Reading Assessment: 

From WASL to MSP 

Change is Inevitable, Except 

From a Vending Machine
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Change Is Taking Place

·Measurements of Student Progress (MSP)

·Reading Sessions will now be one day

·Passages have been shortened in length

·Approximately 100 words per grade level/per 
passage

·Grade 3 X 100= 300, Grade 4 X 100= 400, Grade 5 X 
100 = 500

·Operational item types have not changed from 
the 2009 administration for grades 3 -5

·Multiple choice

·Short answer



Measurements of Students Progress
(MSP)
The name of the MSP, given to students in 

grades 3-8, conveys the goal of the test: to 

measure student progress. The dates for testing 

in spring 2010 are May 12 -28 for paper -and-

pencil and May 3 -June 4 for online testing in 

grades 6-8 in reading and math. At this time 

these are the only online tests available.

http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/StateTesting/MSP.aspx


Additional Information: Change to Come

·One new type of passagewill be introduced 

operationally in 2011.

·Functional Document (GLE 3.2.2)

·Two new types of one point items will be 

introduced operationally in 2011.

·Completion

·Stand -Alone



Functional Document (GLE 3.2.2)
Explain/Use information in functional documents

2nd 3rd 4th 5th

Home Setting 

Communication :

ÅShopping Lists

ÅTV schedules

ÅAdvertisements

ÅTelephone

messages

School Setting 

Communication :

ÅNotes Home

ÅRules

ÅNewsletters

ÅSchedules

Hobbies or 

Interests :

ÅHobby Magazines

ÅBooks about 

animals

ÅE-mail

ÅLetters from 

friends

Use Functional

Documents:

ÅInformational/

Expository posters

ÅAdvertisements

ÅBrochures



Functional Document Example



Completion Examples


