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}Weõre not alone.  Googling òstressó and 
òchangeó resulted in 116,000,000 hits, 
up from 95,500,000 hits one week ago.
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}Goal ðprovide information to help educators 

and students adjust to changes in 

mathematics

}Changes

}Resources for teachers

}Upcoming events
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}April 2008 K - 8 Mathematics Learning 

Standards Adopted; July 2008 - High School

}2008 Legislative Workgroup

ƁHouse and Senate members

ƁMake recommendations to improve assessment 

system (ESHB 2687, section 127)
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}Design new assessment system

ƁòImproves and informs classroom instructionó

ƁòSupports accountabilityó

ƁòProvides useful information to all levels of systemó

}òInclude multiple assessment formatsó 
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}Components of the assessment system
ƁòInstructionally supportive formative assessmentó

¶Aligned to state standards

¶Measured at multiple points throughout year

¶Rapid feedback

ƁòState administered summative achievement 
assessmentó

¶Satisfy legislative demands for accountability

¶Aligned to state standards

¶Maintain and increase academic rigor

ƁòClassroom based assessmentsó
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}Short Term Recommendations
ƁòReduce cost and time of administering the 

assessment while retaining validity and reliability of 
the assessment of critical thinking skillsó

ƁòAdjusting (not removing) the graduation 
requirement timelineó

ƁòPossible adoption of an End- of - Course examó
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Mathematics Measurements of Student Progress (Grades 3-8)
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Alignment to 

Content Standards

2010 Math MSP aligned to new (2008) math content standards

New cut scores and scales established by State Board in Summer 2010

Reduced Testing Time

Grades 3-5: Single testing session about 75 min.

Total administration time about 2 hours

Grades 6-8: Single testing session about 90 min.

Total administration time about 2 ½ hours

Fewer Constructed 

Response Items

No 4-point constructed response items

Limit of 25% of points from 2-point items

New Item Types Introduction of 1-Ǉƻƛƴǘ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴέ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ 2010

Later Test Window

5-week window for online Grades 6-8 Math MSP (May 3-June 4)

2-1/2 week window for paper/pencil Math MSP (May 12-28)

2010 score reports delayed due to standard setting

Online testing
Voluntary online testing in Grades 6-8 in 2010

Voluntary online testing in Grade 5 and 4 in 2011 and 2012, respectively 



Mathematics High School Proficiency
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Alignment to 

Content Standards

2010 Math HSPE aligned to old math content standards

Scores and scales have same meaning as previous assessments

End-of-Course tests begin in 2011; will be aligned to new content 

standards

Reduced Testing Time Testing time of about 120 min.

May be given in one or two sessions (single-day testing)

Total administration time about 3 hours

Fewer Constructed 

Response Items

No 4-point constructed response items

Limit of 25% of points from 2-point items

Test Window Math HSPE given as paper/pencil test on April 13

No 9th grade testing

Student scores before June 10 (Seniors before earliest graduation)

Online Testing No online testing with HSPE until 2011

hƴƭƛƴŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƛǎ ά/ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜέ ƳŀƪŜ-up in April; End-of-Course is 

paper-and-pencil and given in intact classrooms 
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http://www.k12.wa.us/mathematics/
http://www.k12.wa.us/mathematics/
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}Item and Rubric Development Guidelines

òThe guidelines in this document assist in 
writing items that match the performance 
expectations and their associated restrictions. 
Restrictions are necessary to construct a valid 
and reliable on - demand assessment.  These 
restrictions are not necessary in classroom 
based assessments.ó

http://www.k12.wa.us/Mathematics/Assessment/
ItemSpec_gr6 - 8_09 - 09.pdf
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