
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Readers: 

It is a pleasure to present you with this publication, COE Success Stories, a book of interviews 
regarding the experiences of schools and students with the Collection of Evidence (COE). 

 The COE is an alternative option to passing the Washington state High School Proficiency Exam in 
reading and/or writing. After a student takes the assessment once and does not pass, the student is eligible 
to submit a collection. The COE is not an easier assessment—in fact it requires more examples of the 
student’s work. The examples are produced in a classroom under a teacher’s direction.  COEs cover the 
same level of skills and knowledge as the state standards. 

 Some students prefer to work on a COE after they do not pass the High School Proficiency Exam 
because, with the COE, they can read, analyze, and evaluate books, magazines, and articles about topics 
they enjoy. Or, they can write persuasive and expository essays about their personal interests or local 
community happenings. But, either way, completing a COE allows students to work closely with teachers 
building relationships and knowledge about reading and writing. The skills the students learn through the 
COE process are skills they will use for a lifetime.  

 The interviews in this publication cover the wide world of school and work for students. Teachers 
talk with pride about the growth and accomplishments their students have attained in reading and writing. 
District administrators and principals talk with respect and admiration for their staff who work countless 
hours teaching reading and writing skills that will stay with students throughout their careers and lives.    

 But most of all throughout these articles, the students and teachers talk about pride for themselves 
and others. They share their personal stories. Listen to Eddie talk about the knowledge he gained on the 
mathematics COE that helps him work on cars. Or, hear Susan James’s story of single-handedly turning a 
basic English into a top notch COE class—the story is told by her students.  In another article, administrative 
staff at a high poverty high school help transfer students become confident with Washington state 
standards though the COE. And, at another school, one steeped in culture and tradition, read about a young 
woman with passion and a zest for life whose reading COE opened her eyes to a cultural reality outside of 
her own.  Lastly, you will hear the tale of a district that took a brave step forward and declared that all of 
their students would graduate by mastering the standards in reading, writing, and mathematics. And, they 
accomplished their goal.  

 Thank you very much for choosing to read about the Collection of Evidence, an alternative 
assessment option that students can use to demonstrate mastery of the state standards and meet 
graduation requirements so they can move on to life, school, work, and beyond. 

 If you would like further information about the COE, please contact Lesley Klenk at 360-725-6330 or 
Lesley.klenk@k12.wa.us or Amanda Mount at 360-725-6037 or Amanda.mount@k12.wa.us 

 

Sincerely,  

Lesley Klenk, Ph.D. 

CAA Options Administrator

mailto:Lesley.klenk@k12.wa.us
mailto:Amanda.mount@k12.wa.us
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   “After interpretation, they learn how to take the skill and make a recommendation to me or someone else. 
Immediately after that, they have to dissuade me using the very same data. If they can do all that, they will do 
well on their COE work samples. Those come at the end of the week. “ 

 

******* 

    Jacob Gibbs is sitting across the room talking with his friends when Ms Burnett 
wiggles her finger at him. Rolling his eyes he comes to our table. 

    “Am I in trouble?” 

    “No, I just want you to talk to Mrs. Klenk and Mrs. Mount. They are from OSPI 

and they are in charge of the COE.  Do you want to?” 

    “Yes,” he said turning his chair around backwards and leaning towards us. “I have 

some suggestions for you.” Jacob is vivacious, quick to smile, and just as swift to comment on the COE. "I 
think you should return the reports quicker. I want to plan my graduation and May is really late.” 

    When asked how he keeps up with the fattie packets and the math tasks each week, he smiles and points 
to the wall where charts of student names are listed vertically and the titles of the tasks are listed 

horizontally.  

    “See the green dots? We all want those. That means that you finished the COE task and it was so good 

you get five points and you don‟t have to revise it. The yellow dots mean you have to work on the tasks 
some more. You can work on them as many times as you want to. That‟s worth four points. The red dots are 

bad. It means you didn‟t do it.” There are only three red dots for about 60 students. “We compete with each 
other to see how many green dots we can get.”  

    “Thanks, Jacob. You‟ve been very helpful,” Burnett says dismissing him back to his chair.  

    Jacab has not yet passed the Mathematics COE, but given the success of Puyallup‟s COE courses, he is 
likely to meet proficiency. Buying into the process, attempting the work, and seeking green dots are the goals 

of the Math COE classroom each day.   

    “Research says that if students know that revision is part of the process they pay more attention to 

comprehension the first time. In the beginning of the year I ask the students to write a “Mathography.” It‟s 
like an autobiography. I want to know what their math life has been like. Then at the end of the semester I 

ask them to submit an “Evidence of Learning.” In that exercise they choose one task from the whole year and 

describe why they are proud of their work.” 

    “On the last day of the semester I tell them they don‟t need me anymore. By the time they leave they are 

capable and resourceful. They see and touch their COEs. They submit their best work. They are so proud   of 
themselves.” 
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Jason Smith is the principal of Puyallup High School. He is warm and affable, and every shelf is covered in 
purple Viking memorabilia. Not Minnesota, however. The Puyallup High School teams are the Vikings he 
follows.  
 
    “This is my first year as principal. Luckily, support systems were in place. Leigh 
Ann is one of those systems,” he says beaming at her. “The COE students are 
sometimes like IEP students. They need lots of details, contact with parents, and 
their needs in the classroom can be intense.“ 
 
    The role of building administrator in the COE program varies from delegator to 
room monitor. Smith is one administrator who talks both about compassion and 
achievement. 
 
    “I know the kids are not as strong academically, so they need a true 
intervention, a support system.  But, most important,” he said intently, “we‟re 
talking about mastery, not just passing.” 

******* 
    Annette Burnett is probably the most famous COE teacher. We talk about her in all 
of our trainings for her focus, her commitment, and her creativity. But mostly we talk 
about her because of her experience with the very first COE administration in the 
summer 2007. She had 85 students who each completed 10 work samples. At that 
stage in the COE program‟s development, every work sample required a signature. 
Annette signed her name 850 times that first submission window. 
 

    With Ms. Burnett, we had the good fortune to sit in on an entire COE class. The kids flew through the door, 
jostling one another, and slinging backpacks on the back of their chairs. When the bell rang, they looked 
towards their teacher who does not use any books to teach her COE classes. She uses concepts, ideas, 
practice, revision, and mastery of content. 
 
    “I love resistant learners,” Burnett says looking around her classroom. “There aren‟t a lot of them in my 
classes, but they are ones to bring around—to teach to.” We look around the class and wonder which ones 
are resistant to learning. We certainly can‟t see them. 
 
    “I have a strong structure in my class. I open with a quote about math. Today it was „anything without 
support is just an opinion.‟ Next time they hear me say it, I‟ll be looking at their papers.” Burnett talks with us 
as she wanders the room answering questions with more questions. “It‟s maddening to them,” she laughs. 
 
    “It is organized and predictable in here. Each day has a different purpose. I always start with a warm up 
where I introduce a concept. Today we are working on Measurements of Central Tendency. I use the real 
terminology with the students. The kids go through three days of instruction on a concept. They have to 
complete  packets of problems that work on kids‟ understanding of the topic.”  
 
    “But whatever the concept, I have a system for teaching it. We follow the system every time, and I think it 
helps them overcome their fear of mathematics. First I teach by rote. I define the skill and model it. They have 
to keep notes on what I am doing and saying. 

 

Next, I give them a „fattie,‟” she smiles at the term, “then they have to apply the skill I just modeled. There is a 
lot of application. Next, they begin to interpret scenarios using their new skills; sometimes this makes them 
worried they are wrong. I tell them any answer can be correct if you can support it.” 
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Auburn Riverside High School 

Everyone at Auburn Riverside High School (ARHS) agrees that Ms. Susan James makes the Collection of 

Evidence (COE) happen.  
 
“I first heard of the Reading COE in 2006. We selected a small number of Juniors to 
take a modified American Literature class. That became their COE.” James has 
brought with her a set of materials she uses in her classroom to assist her students 
with reading and writing. 
 
James is a teacher of stature in the Auburn School District. She has worked on state-
level reading teams since 2000. She has led presentations for her school and her 
district on the COE, high school reading strategies, and the state reading 
assessment. But Susan also has the incredible gift of believing in students and their 
ability to become purposeful, analytical readers.  
 

“I front load material so we can focus on scaffolding and learning new skills. I use graphic organizers for main 
ideas, I model responses, I even use the story “The Three Little Pigs” to teach sequence of events, main 
themes, and comparison and contrast.” She smiles. “Yes, even the pigs.” 
 
Susan works with a hand-picked group of students who need to work on the skills, but who also have a strong 
desire to succeed.  
“After three years, I can now run a year-long COE class focused on reading the first semester and writing the 
second semester.  
 
Although the kids want to succeed, sometimes they need a little help. During our state testing time I once had 
to go down to the gymnasium, pull a student out of a basketball game, and bring him back to take the writing 
test.” She paused. “He passed.”  
 
“I use bits and pieces of material I find here and there. I make myself available in the morning before school 
and after school. Not only do I turn the COE in, but I also print off a copy of their COE to grade. In order to be 
successful, the kids have to be motivated. I encourage them with rewards—a movie, a lot of different 
incentives for getting the work done.” Susan glances down at the thick set of materials in her hands, “We build 
a community—even five minutes about their lives helps. All of a sudden they get hope and they say, „I‟m 
getting this—I know I am slow, but I know I‟m doing it.‟” 

******* 
Josh Hensley, a senior, has enormous energy.  
 
“I do football, wrestling, and track. I like to do something every part of the year. I also 
do Chemistry, Math and English. I did the Reading COE and now I am working on a 
math one. I am knocking it out, you know? It‟s geometry and below.” 
 
“When I found out I was going to do a COE, I said to myself, „Alright, alright.‟ But then 
I saw that it was simple, straight forward, and to the point. I read the essays and 
answered the questions.” He stopped and leaned towards us. “The information 
passages were much better than the stories.” 
 

When asked what he thought when he found out he had passed the Reading COE, he lifts his voice a bit and 
swings his arm across his chest. “I said, „Sweet‟, real loud.” Josh gave us a grin of massive proportions. 

 

Puyallup High School 
 

The Collection of Evidence (COE) and the Puyallup School District go together like peanut butter and jelly.  

Since the summer of 2007 Puyallup has led the state in submitting some of the highest numbers of COEs. 
They turn in hundreds of collections in mathematics, and in a 2008 submission window, 100% of their 
students met the mathematics standard. 
 
    “We initially implemented the COE when it was in its developmental stages. It 
wasn‟t really ready, but we decided to take advantage of it—to just do it—because 
we saw the possibilities,” Bob Silverman, Executive Director  of Assessment and 
Accountability, states, leaning back in his chair.  
 
    The COE did grow and mature alongside the Puyallup School District. The district 
provided advice to OSPI about signature and submission protocols, and in summer 
2007 when Puyallup received its COE mathematics scores, they saw room for 
improvement and change. 
 
    So, Puyallup did the unthinkable.  The district administrators, led by Bob Silverman, decided to rethink how 
the district taught math to students who did not meet standard on the math WASL. They brought together 
administrators, district math coaches, and exemplary math teachers. The team decided to “sequence” 
curriculum and assessment transitions towards the COE model. 
 
    “We approached Module teachers first. The mathematics intervention modules 
developed by OSPI were similar to COEs, and we thought the specialized 
teachers might be better prepared to help students with collections,” said Leigh 
Ann Mahaffie, the District Math Coach.  
 
    “We tried an after school program. It just didn‟t work for our district. So, the 
decision was made that COE math classes would be offered in each high 
school.” Leigh Ann smiled. “Obviously, teachers were going to need support.” 
 
    The brave step towards changing a way of teaching starts with respect for the 
professionalism of its teachers. Puyallup uses its $300 per collection stipend to 
support the COE program at the building and classroom level. Teachers are 
allocated additional hours of pay to develop materials. They are released for 
trainings and meetings, and, in the second tier of the program‟s development, 
additional FTEs were hired for each building to add sections of COE classes and to reduce class size. At 
Puyallup High School (PHS), they offer six section of COE math and the number of students per COE class 
varies from 12-24. 
 
    “Nothing we have ever asked for has been denied. We exceed our copy budgets frequently, if we need 
more time to plan as a team, we get it. We even get a party at the end of the year hosted by the district to 
thank all what we have to done to help students. People from the top down and the bottom up feel ownership 
of the COE.”  Mahaffie is intense about the COE. She is the link between all of the schools and the glue that 
holds the program together. She does it by communication. She and Bob look at each other.  
 
    “One of the 9 Characteristics of Successful Schools is that a school or a district values doing well 
academically.  When we set the policy that all of our students would learn math and succeed, it was a 
tremendous message that math is important for everyone.” Bob folds his hands together and puts them on the 
table. His eyes twinkle. He is proud of Puyallup‟s COE journey, you can tell. 

 
******* 
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“Is that the sticker that was on my diploma? That‟s cool,” he said and smiled over his shoulder as he went out 
the door.  
 
******* 

Michelle Jack is working with her eyes glued to a computer screen when her 

teacher introduces us. She is a soft spoken graceful young woman who tells us 
her family is from Micronesia.  
  
“I liked the COE a lot. It wasn‟t stressful like the WASL. When I would take that test and everyone was starting 
to leave, I felt bad about leaving so many questions blank. It made me feel bad about myself. Then my 
teacher told me about a COE class. At first I thought it would be dumb, but then I started to really like it.” She 
shrugged her shoulders shyly. 

Michelle passed the reading and writing WASL her sophomore year. But she wanted to pass the math test 
too. She plans to go to college, and she was determined to show that she could pass all three tests. Michelle 
is passionate about computers, the internet, and how they work together. Her work area is clean and 
organized, and we see her picture on the wall featured in the web design group.  
 
“I finally learned the math,” she said nodding her head proudly, “my teacher helped to break it down into 
smaller pieces. I really got it. Learning it in small parts made a difference. It was a lot of work, but I didn‟t care. 
I worked on the papers all of the time. Finally I could do it on my own. I even filled out all of the forms,” she 
said smiling. 
  
“When I found out I passed, I felt like I could really accomplish it. I can be independent. But the best part 
was,” her eyes blazed, “when I turned it in there weren‟t any blanks and all of the questions were answered.”  
 
******* 
 
“We try to run this place as more of a business than a school,” Principal Sue Shields commented as students 
streamed around us during their morning break. “We‟re the oldest Skill Center in the state, and the COE is 
part of it, but not all of it. Kids prefer to go to school here. If they need to do a COE, their teachers help by 
modifying their assignments. Our attitude is that we can accommodate to help our students do anything. We 
want them to have that same attitude.”  
The Puget Sound Skills Center is a haven for students like Eddie Nelson and Michelle Jack. They can 
develop their career-focused skills by manipulating their hands in a car engine or surfing the net to explore 
other ways to communicate ideas; and the COE can be part of their world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When asked what he might tell the Legislature or other adults about the COE Josh says: 
 
“I‟d recommend it around the country to other states because kids are stressed. They can learn more, 
understand more. It could even broaden our generation, make us better people, even better leaders.” 
 
We waved goodbye to Josh feeling a little dizzy. Then he returned to the room.  
 
“I forgot to say that Miss James was always there for us.” Giving us a big wave, he took off. 

******* 
 
Jamal Khalif is as quiet as Josh is boisterous. He wears his backpack during the 
entire interview. But, he doesn‟t seem to mind talking about the COE. 
 
“I went to Summer School to put my Reading COE together. I passed writing and 
now I am doing a Math COE. I like the small COE class. My other classes are 30 or 
more people.” Jamal measures his words, trying to explain how the COE is different 
than the WASL. 
 
“I would forget everything that was on the test, but I remember all of the articles I read for the COE. I learned 
more about reading. I felt good and proud about it. Now, if I see a book on the shelf at the library it looks more 
interesting to me. “ 
 
When asked what he would remember most about the COE he replied: 
 
“The really fun teachers I had.” 
 
******* 
Grace is the perfect name for the petite and lovely young woman who passed the 
Reading COE in June 2008. She is a recent immigrant from Sudan and yet she 
chatters in English like a lifelong Washingtonian.  
 
“It was a really good experience. I would encourage other people to do it because 
when you pass it makes you feel so good. When I got the letter saying I passed, my 
sister was in the garage and I could not wait to find her and show it to her.” She put 
her hands over her ears as if remembering the sound of her happiness. “I even tried 
to call my teacher because I wanted her to know right away. It was good.” She said 
drawing out each syllable for emphasis. 

******* 
Mayra Meliton and Eric Brenaman are our last students at ARHS. They both passed 
the Reading COE after taking the state assessment several times.  
 
“Some of the articles were hard to understand. The Writing WASL I passed, but the 
reading test was confusing. The COE was better because the teacher showed you 
how to understand.” Mayra is wearing large star earrings and a top bejeweled with 
rhinestones. As we admired her style, she pulls her coat aside to show us her belt 
made of large brass circles. “I like drawing and designing,” she says shyly.  
 
We asked her if she had any suggestions for OSPI or the Legislature in regard to the 
COE. 
“It gives you more chances to pass. It helped me, maybe it could help others.” 
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"I just have to graduate and then I can do what I want.” - Eric Brenaman 

 
 

Eric Brenaman starts his conversation with a bang.  
“I don‟t like that test. I had a bad experience with it a few times.” After he stops, he 
shakes his shoulders to relax. “The COE was basically easier for me to explain what I 
was thinking. I ran out of lines on the WASL. With the COE I actually had time to give 
to it.” 
 
When asked what he wants to do now that he has passed his Reading COE, he nods 
his chin just once with a compact gesture. 
 
“I know what I want to do. I like automotive stuff. I want to go to South Seattle 
Community College and get a certificate working with Heavy Duty Diesels. I paint 

semi trucks right now, so I like trucks. I just have to graduate and then I can do what I want.” 

******* 
Dave Alford, Assistant Principal for ARHS, knows the power of the Reading and 
Writing COEs.  
 
“We are supportive of the COE. We were the first building in the district to add the 
COE as an after school program, but soon Susan James convinced us that the COE 
needed its own class during the day.  It must be working.” 
 
 Out of the 13 Reading COEs ARHS sent in last summer, ten met the WASL and the 
three that didn‟t meet the WASL met the COE. With those results, James and her 
administrators can convince other kids to do a COE. 
 
When asked if he had any concerns about the COE program, Alford didn‟t hesitate. 
 
“This program is great as long as it‟s funded. It‟s nice to have some alternatives, but they are pretty difficult to 
implement without support.” 
 
The COE program at ARHS started out as an after school program, and quickly entered Summer School 
status. But when it became a full-fledged class during the school day, Susan James developed the 
curriculum, instruction, tasks, and prompts to make the Reading and Writing COEs a viable option for 
students to use for graduation.  
 
There was no doubt that Susan James is the COE queen at ARHS, so we asked Dave Alford if there was 
anything else outstanding at ARHS.  He thought for a moment and then said, 
 
“Our Girls Basketball team is the 3A state champs, but I‟ve got to be careful; we don‟t want to jinx it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puget Sound Skills Center 

“Our kids come from twenty different schools, five separate school districts, and we offer seventeen 

different Career and Technical programs. We‟re a busy place,” Principal Sue Shields said with a grin. “Some 
kids come in having passed the WASL, others haven‟t. It doesn‟t matter to us. They 
have a clean slate.”  
 
At the Puget Sound Skills Center in Tukwila, students suit up in actual fire fighter 
gear to practice fire drills. Other students learn to transcribe dental information into 
client files. Still others leave their Translation/Interpretation classes to go into local 
middle schools to interpret for non-English speaking students. Some of the 
students created a Collection of Evidence last year, and for two Puget Sound Skills 
Center seniors, it was a great achievement. 
 

“I liked the COE a lot. If it wasn‟t for the COE I wouldn‟t have graduated.” Eddie 

Nelson, an African American student, attends Puget Sound Skills Center. He breezed through the Writing 
WASL his sophomore year, but the reading and mathematics tests gave him a little more trouble. “At my 
school (Eddie worked on his collection at Federal Way High School), there was a class you could take. You 
could do the COE if you wanted, but no one was going to make you. I worked with my teacher sometimes just 
by myself. That really helped in math and reading.”  
 
There are many students who submit a COE in more than one content area. All Washington students must 
pass the reading and writing tests in order to graduate, but they must pass reading, writing, and mathematics 
in order to earn a Certificate of Academic Achievement—the highest academic honor the state of Washington 
awards. 
  
“We did everything in the classroom. Our teacher taught us and then we did the work samples ourselves. At 
first the math was hard, but once I learned how to answer the problems it got easier. I could focus on one 
work sample at a time. That was good. The WASL made it hard because there was so many problems and I 
have trouble sitting still that long.” 

Eddie was able to work on a variety of mathematics and reading work samples in a regular classroom. His 
teacher chose which work samples fit Eddie‟s interests as well as the state‟s requirements. 
 

“If I had to talk to other students about it, I‟d say go for it,” Eddie said seriously.  
 
“Also I‟d tell those people in the Legislature to keep it. There are other kids like me.” 
For many Washington students the COE is the path they can take to stay in their 
CTE classes. Their teachers help to integrate work samples into the curriculum. For 
Eddie it was classes towards an automotive certificate. When asked what his goal 
was now that he graduated from high school he said, “I want to work with Fords. 
That‟s my goal.”  
 
Eddie was ready to move to his next class, so we all stood up to leave the 
classroom. We congratulated him on earning his CAA.  
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Chief Leschi High School 
 
 

 
"You know what it really is? The COE draws on kids’ strengths, not their weaknesses.” - Connie 
Wood 

 
 

Chief Leschi School is located on 66 lush green acres near the Puyallup River. Mount Rainier is almost close 

enough to touch. Built in 1996, the architects listened to the elders of the community and painstakingly 

created Native American symbols throughout the school. Seen from overhead, the school‟s outline is shaped 
like two birds—one flying, one with its wings closed. The floor to ceiling windows in the high school are 

shaped like feathers soaring towards the sky. The bricks of the building are multi-colored reflecting the 

history of basket weaving, and at the center of the building, middle school and high school hallways become 
streams converging into a river. 

 
In such a beautiful and sacred place, Principal Lucy Dafoe and Vice Principal Jennifer 

Pierce watch the numbers of seniors graduating grow with each year. A line of 

pictures stretches out proudly over the office entrance. Each senior, clad in their 
ceremonial dress, looks towards the future. For some of them, the Collection of 

Evidence is part of their journey towards graduation. 
 

“The COE is a safety net for our students, an option that becomes a relief. Students say to themselves, „I‟ll 
still keep the focus, and I can work on a COE‟,” says Vice Principal Pierce. 

“We would like to see to see multiple routes to graduation,” Principal Dafoe says, “but still maintain high 

standards,” Pierce says in unison with Dafoe. They look at each other and laugh. “You can see we are pretty 
passionate about this,” Dafoe says.  

“But our kids wouldn‟t even know what a COE is, if we didn‟t have trained staff who can work with the kids. 
Our writing teacher, Pam Hicks, and our reading teacher, Connie Wood, have attended numerous trainings 

that prepared them to work on COEs. Out of all of their training, they believe their participation in scoring 

that has made the most significant difference.” Dafoe raised her eyebrows. “It‟s changed their teaching.” 
 

Both Dafoe and Pierce talk about restructuring their school so that more homogenous groups of students 
work together. Class schedule concerns have eased because students who share the same challenges in 

English or math are now working together. Teachers are able to individualize their instruction based on the 
skill level of the student group. It‟s their way to make sure that all kids can do the work no matter what the 

material. An added plus to this model is that students are able to work on a COE work sample at any point in 

their classes.  

Lolli Arabia is a giggly, smiling young woman you can‟t help but like immediately. 

She placed in Level 4 of the state assessment in writing two years ago, but she 

says the reading test was confusing to her. 
 

“That test was a lot of pressure,” she said with a dramatic sigh. “It was so much 
pressure. I couldn‟t look at anyone or talk about anything. I felt like I had to 

squeeze it out all at once. When I didn‟t pass I found out I 
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had to take a COE class.” She rolled her eyes.  

 

“I thought the COE class was bad, until Ms. Wood told me I only had to write one essay a week. It was like a 
weight lifted off my shoulders. And,” she emphasized, “I read more interesting articles, so it made it better 

and easier to write about.” 
 

Lolli‟s family is part of the Cherokee Nation. She is deeply involved in the culture and traditions of her 
heritage. She attends Pow Wows, dances and sings. She was selected to be a Princess representing one of 

the organizations in her local community. She liked the wide selection of readings and especially liked a 

recent article about how slaves built much of the White House and how an African American is now President. 
 

“I should have had a class like this as a freshman. Now I can pick apart an article and analyze it. I know all of 
those skills now,” she waved her hand at the back of the room where Ms. Wood had pasted all the titles of 

the reading strands and targets (technical names for the state reading standards).  

When asked what she was going to do when she graduates, Lolli beams.  
“I am going to go to either cosmetology school or massage school. I‟m going to open up my own business 

someday. I am also going to community college. I want to have something to fall back on.” 
 

When asked if she had anything she‟d like to tell other COE students, Lolli stood up as if she was ready to 
move on to her next challenge life.  

“Tell them to be prepared to read and write. And, tell them not to procrastinate. I did that, and I had to write 

a lot at the end of the week.” 
 

Update: Lolli Arabia passed the Reading COE with flying colors. She is excited about graduation in June. 
 

For Chief Leschi, it‟s primarily students who need to pass the reading and/or writing sections of the state 

assessment who work on a COE. And some students have work to do before they are able to put together a 
COE.  

“We received a federal grant to provide language development for our students. Some kids come to school 
without the kind of background knowledge other kids have. Our students also work very hard to learn an 

academic vocabulary.  
 

That is tough for kids.” Connie Wood, Lolli‟s teacher, stops and reflects. “In many ways our kids are similar to 

kids who are English Language Learners.”  
Wood is no stranger to the COE. She has participated in two scoring cycles, and has reviewed hundreds of 

collections during her scoring experience. But for Wood, it‟s all about the kids. 

“I teach a WASL Prep class for juniors. If they don‟t pass then, I get the kids again in a COE class.” She 
smiled. “It‟s the second time Lolli and I have been together. “ 

Teachers all over the state of Washington ask for expert advice from the COE 
content staff. But, it is teachers like Connie Wood they should be contacting. Her 

classroom is dedicated to the COE, and the walls are devoted to terms like: 

inference, summarize, analyze, compare, contrast, cause, effect, author‟s purpose, 
evaluate and draw conclusions. Each student in Wood‟s class learn the meaning of 

the terms, they learn to show the skill with a text, and then they even learn to revise 
their work samples to increase the number of points they could possibly earn. But, 

it‟s not easy. 

 
“It has a little to do with politics. I write my own questions. It‟s not cultural necessarily, but I have to find 

 

 

Tiffany Mitchell arrived in Federal Way last year as a junior at FWHS. Her home city was Chicago, and the 

requirements to graduate from high school in Illinois were quite different than the requirements to graduate 

in Washington. For one, there was a high school proficiency exam in reading and writing that Tiffany had to 
pass in order to graduate. Because of her year in school, Tiffany immediately became eligible to compile a 

COE because she is an Out of State Transfer student. Washington state law says that Tiffany can skip the 

state test and go directly to an alternative assessment. Tiffany chose to do both: take the test and build a 
COE.  

 “It was a shock when I found out I had to take a test or else they wouldn‟t let me 
graduate. Tests make me freak out a little bit, so that‟s why I did a COE too. The 

class was great. I learned how to annotate things, write rough drafts, and really be 

prepared.” Tiffany‟s enthusiasm shone in her face. 
 

“I used to think that Math was my best subject, but now that I am taking AP Civics 
and College Writing, I know that my writing and reading skills are much stronger. 

Especially my writing. I really liked the assignments in the COE. The writing prompts 

were good—they were about school and life. The reading stories were good too, and 
I really learned to find evidence to always back up my ideas.” 

When asked what advice she might give other students preparing a COE, Tiffany 
stopped and reflected for a moment.  

“Ask questions, give opinions, take notes, and pay attention. But,” she went silent while she was thinking, 
“make it your responsibility.” 

 

“I‟m thinking about my future already. I‟m going into the National Guard. I‟ll go through eight months of 
training. When I am done, college will be paid for. I want to go to the University of Puget Sound or Seattle 

University. I want to become a doctor.” Tiffany waved goodbye and entered the sea of FWHS students that 
swirled through the hall. 

******* 

FWHS hums with the sounds of different languages, cultures, and—alternatives to meeting the state 
standards in reading, writing, and mathematics. At the end of the year “Celebrate Your Life” assembly, solo 

singers and troupes of dancers perform in front of their peers. The most popular group, the Samoan men 
dancers, make room for one of their out of step, but laughing friends. Through the thunderous shouts, even 

the Collection of Evidence belongs in the crowd. 
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“The COE is a challenge. My biggest issue is helping my ELL students. I have to make decisions daily—do I 

spend more time with one student or make sure everyone gets time that day? I see my job as providing 
leadership. I work with my kids to tell their own stories. I share mine too.” Perez nods his head affirmatively.  

 
“I do both writing and reading COEs in my class at the same time. It is huge. I take chunks of time to work 

on writing and then we switch to reading. I also need to know the due dates, and I need to organize my 

curriculum well. I now plan a month ahead.” Perez pauses, “Hope should not be under-rated for how 
important this is to kids—it provides another opportunity they wouldn‟t have.”  

 
Last year all of the FWHS‟s COE students graduated with the exception of three ELL students. But the three 

students are enrolled in school again this year and producing another COE. They work with a teacher on a 
tutorial basis. In fact, all students have access to COE support during staffed tutorial time. It all takes time 

and money. The Federal Way School District supports its high schools with the COE. They provide release 

time for training and support for sufficiency checks. But it is the Legislature that FWHS teachers and 
administrators are watching closely.  

 
“We hope they keep the funding for the COE. It would be extremely disheartening if it went away. We want 

it. With the graduation requirement in place, the COE provides multiple examples of what a student can do. 

It‟s taken a few years to get off the ground, but we now know how to trouble shoot and teach directly to the 
standards. How could I tell a student that he or she has failed a state assessment and they should just come 

back next year? No, I tell them about the COE.” Wrigley‟s voice is firm. 
We asked to meet with two students— one who did not pass the state reading assessment but did pass the 

reading COE, and another student who passed both the reading and writing state assessment after attending 
a COE class. 

******* 

Elysia Sio speaks with a gentle voice about her life and about the COE. 

“I‟ve always had a problem with reading. I came here from Samoa so my parents 

could find better jobs. Even though I started kindergarten here, I still have trouble 
with reading. I passed writing as a sophomore, but I took the reading test two 

times and I didn‟t pass. That‟s why I am glad that I could do a COE. I got a 75. 
That was good, right?” Elysia sounded hopeful and we assured her she was several 

points above the cut score.  

 
“Mr. Perez went through everything. We did I-Charts, Exact Summaries, Context Clues. It was a lot of work, 

but I hoped I would pass. I felt like if I passed it I would be a good reader.” 
 

Elysia shows characteristics common to students who have worried their entire school career about their 

reading ability. Students must be able to read in every class they take. If reading fluency and proficiency are 
issues, some students drop out of school. But not Elysia. 

“When I told my dad that I passed the COE he was like, so surprised and proud. That made me very happy.” 
Elysia held her original COE in her hands and offered it to us. “This is it.” 

******* 

 

 

 

 

passages that students like. That‟s hard part.” She laughed. “Last year I had a student who sat in the back 

row and did not participate in class. At all. So, I finally told him to go get an article about anything he liked, 
and I would write a task to go with it. Well, he found an article on a rapper artist from the 1990s who had a 

very controversial death. Needless to say, I had to study that article to get good questions. But it worked. Not 
only did he answer those questions, but he ended up participating for the rest of the semester. You know 

what it really is? The COE draws on kids‟ strengths, not their weaknesses.”  

 
When asked about how she organizes her classes, Wood is quick to answer. 

“I take a week per task. Day 1 we focus just on the article. We read it for background knowledge, fluency, 
and vocabulary. They have to know the article before we move on. Day 2, I teach a mini lesson, sometimes 

with graphic organizers, about the one skill they are going to face in that day‟s question. If it‟s theme, we talk 
about themes in literature and in life. Then they write one paragraph to answer the question. Day 3 and 4 we 

follow the same model. Each day they have to “score” their paragraph using the state rubric. If it needs work, 

they go back to the skill and work it some more. On Day 5, they have time to work on their answers one 
more time, or,” she grinned ruefully, “make up time missed that week.” 

 
Connie Wood and her teaching assistant, Berta Lopez, work every day to support the COE students at Chief 

Leschi. They press right up to the deadline making sure that all of the requirements are met. Students come 

from sixty different tribes at Chief Leschi and the COE students put a lot of themselves, their heritage, and 
their knowledge into their work. As Principal Dafoe commented, 

“In every work sample is a little piece of their soul. Remember that.”
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Federal Way High School 

Stripes, stars, circles, leaves, hammers, moons—symbols on the international flags that line the walls of the 

Federal Way High School Cafeteria. The faces of the students eating lunch reflect a diversity of backgrounds 

too. The high school, perched on the edge of the I-5 corridor, has a 50% poverty rate within the 
approximately 1500 students. Many diverse backgrounds are represented in the student body—38% of the 

students are white, 20% are Latino, and 18% are African American. The remaining students represent Pacific 
Islander, Asian, and other backgrounds.  

 

Challenges and successes happen every day at Federal Way High School (FWHS). But, one sobering fact is 
the high transient rate—in the last semester, 280 students out of 1550 left the school to move to another 

area. The students are missed by friends and faculty, but sometimes they leave even more behind: the 
option to work on a Collection of Evidence (COE).  

 

The COE is an alternative to the state assessment. Students must pass the reading and the writing sections 
of the state assessment or the COE in order to graduate. Reading and writing 

teachers at FWHS were part of the initial COE pilot in 2006.  
“We‟ve been working on our students‟ literacy skills for quite a while now,” Joan 

Wrigley, testing and assessment coordinator says. “You can compare our school—

93% passing writing and 86% passing reading—to any other school in state. But, 
when we have students who need to put together a COE, we have staff waiting to 

work with them.” 
 

“We put the kids in a class called Junior English or Senior English. The other students 
in the class may not have enough credits or they need more skill building. We find 

that differentiated instruction within the classes is too difficult. So, everyone develops 

a COE—we also call it a body of work—because it‟s good instruction,” says Jenny 
Williams, an assistant principal whose eyes sparkle when she gets excited about the commitment her staff 

shows for the COE students.  
 

The Administration at FWHS is convinced that the success of their COE students is due to the expertise, 

training, and mentoring of staff in the building and from the district office.  
“The classes are developed by our expert staff, Miguel Perez, Stephen Austin, and Jessica Brewster. We made 

a decision that attending a training was not enough. Our teachers have a support system. They are in charge 
of content, and we try to make their lives easier by compiling the binders, filling out the paperwork, and 

making the COE reading tasks and writing prompts available.” Williams states. 
 

“Our teachers see the value in the COE. Once the staff is on board with the concept, they students buy in as 

well. Our work is deliberate and intentional. We see working with the kids—getting them to graduate—as our 
most important job.” Wrigley smiles and points to the stacks of paper and file cabinets that surround her 

desk.  
 

Miguel Perez joins us as a lead teacher on the COE. He is also the Athletic Director for the school. He sees 

the students from many different lenses. 

 


