
The Human Right of a Quality 
Public Education



The Good Samaritan 



Human Rights Day December 10th

 On December 10, 1948 the General Assembly of the 
United Nations adopted and proclaimed the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights the full text 
of which appears in the following pages. Following 
this historic act the Assembly called upon all 
Member countries to publicize the text of the 
Declaration and "to cause it to be disseminated, 
displayed, read and expounded principally in schools 
and other educational institutions, without 
distinction based on the political status of countries 
or territories."



1948 Human Rights
1. We Are All Born Free & Equal
2. Don’t Discriminate
3. The Right to Life
4. No Slavery
5. No Torture
6. You Have Rights No Matter 

Where You Go
7. We’re All Equal Before the Law
8. Your Human Rights Are 

Protected by Law
9. No Unfair Detainment
10. The Right to Trial
11. We’re Always Innocent Till 

Proven Guilty
12. The Right to Privacy
13. Freedom to Move
14. The Right to Seek a Safe Place 

to Live
15. Right to a Nationality

16.  Right to Marriage and Family

17.  The Right to Own Things

18.  Freedom of Thought,
Conscience or Religion

19.  Freedom of Expression

20.  The Right to Public Assembly

21.  The Right to Democracy

22.  The Right to Social Safety and 
Security

23.  Worker’s Rights

24.  The Right to Play

25.  Food and Shelter for All

26.  The Right to Education

27.  Copyright

28.  A Fair and Free World

29.  Responsibility

30.  No One Can Take Away Your
Human Right



The American Dream

 “ The American Dream is that dream of a land in which life should be 
better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each 
according to ability or achievement. It is a difficult dream for the 
European upper classes to interpret adequately, and too many of us 
ourselves have grown weary and mistrustful of it. It is not a dream of 
motor cars and high wages merely, but a dream of social order in which 
each man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature 
of which they are innately capable, and be recognized by others for 
what they are, regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or 
position.

 James Truslow Adams 1931 book The Epic of America

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Truslow_Adams


I have a dream todayé

 I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live 
out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal.ñ

 I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the 
sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners 
will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

 I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a 
state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the 
heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of 
freedom and justice.

 I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in 
a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their 
skin but by the content of their character.



The Promise of That Dream

"What is that promise? It's a promise that says each of us has the 
freedom to make of our own lives what we will, but that we also 
have the obligation to treat each other with dignity and respect. 
It's a promise that says the market should reward drive and 
innovation and generate growth, but that businesses should live 
up to their responsibilities to create American jobs, look out for 
American workers, and play by the rules of the road.... That's 
the promise of America - the idea that we are responsible for 
ourselves, but that we also rise or fall as one nation; the 
fundamental belief that I am my brother's keeper; I am my 
sister's keeper. That's the promise we need to keep.ñ

President Barack Obama



The Reality of The Dream

 Between 1999 and 2000 32% of Washingtonôs secondary 
classes in schools with high numbers of students of color 
were taught by teacher who did not specialize in the field 
they were teaching.

 In SPS, rates of high school completion are higher for white 
students than most students of color.

¹ 2005 percentage of high school completion
 42% of Native American students

 43% of Latino students

 47% of African American students

 67% of White Students

 70% of Asian Students



Discipline and Justice

 In SPS 2005 percentage of students who received 
short term suspensions

¹ 16% of African American

¹ 6% of white students 

 Despite the fact that

¹ White students accounted for 40% of the high school student 
body compared to 23% of African American Students.



Cultural Competency

Awareness

Knowledge

Skills

Advocacy



A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O

Teaching for Human Rights and 
Social Justice

"There are obviously two educations. One should teach us how to 
make a living and the other how to liveò

James Truslow Adams

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Truslow_Adams


Social Justice Issues Are

 Multi-faceted

 Complex

 Dynamic



Some Social Identity Categories

 Sex

 Race

 Class

 Religion

 Ability/Disability

 Age

 Gender

 Sexual Orientation

 Ethnicity

 Culture

 Language



Mosaic of Identity



Example Social Identity Categories and
Social Group Memberships

Social Identity Categories Social Group Members

Race Black, White, Asian, Latino, Native 
American, Multiracial

Sex Men, Women, Transgender, 

Religion Jewish, Muslim, Christian, Hindu, 
Buddhist, Mormon

Sexual Orientation Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Heterosexual

Class Owning, Poor, Upper Middle, Middle, 
Working Class

Ability Disabled, Temporary Able-Bodied

Age Elders, Adults, Young People



Social Diversity Education

Focuses on appreciating social differences

without an emphasis on power dynamics

or differential access to resources and

institutional support needed to live safe,

satisfying, productive lives



Social Justice Education

 Focuses on understanding the social power dynamics 
that result in some social groups having privilege, 
status, access while other groups are disadvantaged, 
oppressed, denied access.

 Focuses on individual and social action to eliminate 
oppression



Matrix of Oppression

Social 
Identity
Categories

Privileged
Social Groups

Border
Social Groups

Oppressed
Social Groups

Ism

Race White People Biracial People
(White/Latino, Black,
Asian)

Asian, Black, 
Latino, Native 
People

Racism

Sex Bio Men Transsexual, Intersex 
People

Bio Women Sexism

Gender Gender Conforming,
Bio Men And Women

Gender Ambiguous
Bio Men and Women

Transgender, 
Genderqueer,
Intersex People

Transgender
Oppression

Sexual 
Orientation

Heterosexual People Bisexual People Lesbians, Gay 
Men

Heterosexims

Class Rich, Upper Class 
People

Middle Class People Working Class, 
Poor People

Classism

Ability/
Disability

Temporary Abled ï
Bodied People

People with Temporary 
Disabilities

People with 
Disabilities

Ableism

Religion Protestants Roman Catholic 
(historically)

Jews, Muslims, 
Hindus

Religious 
Oppression

Age Adults Young Adults Elders, Young 
People

Ageism/ Adultism



Oppression: An Overarching Concept

With Many Different Manifestations

Sexism

Heterosexism

Racism
Classism

Ableism Religious Oppression

Transgender Oppression
Ageism/ AdultismAnti-Semitism



Oppression

 A system that maintains advantage and disadvantage 
based on stereotyped social group memberships

 Operates on individual, institutional, and 
social/cultural levels



Oppression Results In

Disadvantage for Targeted Groups

+

Privilege for Advantaged Groups

Privilege = Unearned, unasked for, often 
invisible benefits and advantages not 

available to members of targeted groups



Levels of Social Injustice

 Individual Acts of Prejudice, Ignorance, Hatred 
(intentional and unintentional)

 Institutional Policy, Practice, Norms (intentional and 
unintentional)

 Cultural Assumptions, Norms, Practices (intentional 
and unintentional)



Three Dimensional Matrix of
Oppression

Conscious

Unconscious

Individual

Institutional

Social/Cultural

Attitude Behavior



Cycle Of 
Socialization



Social Change/Liberation

 Requires active resistance to oppressive systems

 Is a life-long process



Oppression Dynamics

Vertical

Agent Agent

Target Target



Oppression Dynamics

Horizontal

Agent Agent

Target Target



Oppression Dynamics

Internalized Dominance

Agent

To Self

Target

To Self Internalized 
Subordination



Challenges of Addressing Multiple
Issues of Oppression and Liberation

 Different issues of diversity are interrelated

 We all have multiple identities

 We have to work to avoid buying into a

 ñhierarchy of oppressionsò model



Mosaic of Identity



Our Multiple Identities Affect Our Experience
Of Each Identity and Each Ism

Gender 
Identity

Sexuality 

Nationali
ty

Age Sex

Religion

Ability

Class

Race



Assumptions We Make About 
Social Justice Education

 Determining a hierarchy of oppressions is not helpful

 All forms of oppression are interrelated

 Challenging oppression benefits everyone

 Fixing blame helps no one

 Challenging oppression is everyoneôs responsibility

 Challenging oppression is painful and joyful

 We each can help to effect social change in our 
spheres of influence

 The more we know about ourselves, the more 
effective change agents we can be



You are the Gatekeeper 



David Berliner Recommendations

 Reduce the rate of low birth weight children among African 
Americans,

 Reduce drug and alcohol abuse,
 Reduce pollutants in our cites and move people away from toxic 

sites,
 Provide universal and free medical care for all citizens,
 Insure that no one suffers from food insecurity,
 Reduce the rates of family violence in low-income households,
 Improve mental health services among the poor,
 More equitably distribute low-income housing throughout 

communities,
 Reduce both the mobility and absenteeism rates of children,
 Provide high-quality preschools for all children, and
 Provide summer programs for the poor to reduce summer losses in 

their academic achievement.



I am from a clash of color,
From an idea of love, modeled for othersô perception.
I see me as a I am, but am hidden from othersô views.
I am who I am, but a living contradiction to my peers.

I see life as a blessing, a gift granted to me.
Why should my tint describe me?

Why should my culture degrade me?
Why should the ignorance of another conjure my presence?
Too many times Iôve been disappointed by the looks,

By the sneers and misconceptions of the people who donôt get me,
Who donôt understand why it hurts.

I dream of a place of glory and freedom,
Of losing the weight of oppression on my back,

I dream of the enlightenment of people,
Of the opening of their eyes.

I dream for acceptance
And for the blessing of a feeling special just once.
One moment of gloryéfor the true virtue in my life.
For the glimmer of freedom, and a rise in real pride.

Pablo Vega, High School Junior

I DREAM
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