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}A CAA is a Certificate of Academic 
Achievement.

}To graduate with a CAA a student must 
earn it by either 
ƁPassing all 3 of the WASL/HSPE content area 

tests: reading, writing and mathematics, OR

ƁMeeting standard in all 3 content areas on one of 
the CAA Options (if the eligibility requirements 
are met) 



}The CAA Options are alternate ways to meet 
the WASL/HSPE graduation requirement, 
other than by passing the WASL or HSPE. 

}These options have been mandated by the 
Washington state legislature and they are 
implemented by OSPI. 



}College Admission and AP Tests
ƁACT,  SAT,  and certain Advanced Placement tests

}GPA Comparison

}Collection of Evidence (COE)

} (The Out of State Transfer Student Waiver and the 
Special, Unavoidable Circumstances Appeal  
process  are also available, although not CAA 
Options.)



}Two gateways to eligibility



}To be eligible to earn a CAA by using one of 
the CAA Options, a student must either

ƁHave taken the WASL or HSPE in that content area 
and generated a scale score, OR

ƁTransfer into a Washington public school in the 
11 th or 12 th grade from out of state or from an 
in - state home or private school, or have the 
WASL/HSPE waived by NNEP status



}Students must generate a scale score on the 
WASL or HSPE in a content area in order to be 
eligible for the CAA Options in that content 
area



}What is Direct Access to CAA Options?

}It is eligibility to use the CAA Options 
without having to take the WASL or HSPE 
first.



}Students who transfer into a Washington public 
school in the 11 th or 12 th grade from

ƁOut of state or country, or

ƁIn- state home or private school, and

}Non- Native English Proficiency (NNEP) students in 
the 11 th & 12 th grades who were exempt from the 
10 th grade WASL/HSPE because the testing fell 
within their first year after transfer into the 
Washington school  



}Students who transfer into a Washington public 
school in the 10 th grade (even after the WASL/HSPE 
has been administered) are NOT eligible and must 
take the HSPE

}Students who were in a Washington public school 
district in the 10 th grade, and transfer to another 
public school district in the 11 th grade are NOT
eligible  



}Two new categories of students are now 
eligible for Direct Access to CAA Options:

Ɓ11 th & 12 th grade transfers into WA public schools 
from in - state home or private schools, and

ƁNon- Native English Proficiency (NNEP) students 
in the 11 th & 12 th grades who were exempt from 
the 10 th grade WASL/HSPE because the testing fell 
within their first year after transfer into a 
Washington school  



}The Transfer Student Options form must be 
completed and sent to OSPI to register the 
studentõs eligibility for Direct Access to CAA 
Options

}If a Transfer form is sent in for a student to 
obtain a waiver based on other state test 
results, that student automatically also is 
registered for Direct Access to CAA Options



}The 10 digit SSID (Secure School ID) number 
must be included on the form

}If the number has not yet been assigned to 
the student, hold the form until you have 
the number, then submit the form to OSPI

} A transcript from the in - state or out of 
state school that the student transferred 
from must be included with the form



}Link for the CAA Options page on the OSPI 
website

}http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptio
ns/default.aspx

http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/default.aspx


The 3 CAA Options



}College Admission and AP Tests

ƁACT,  SAT,  and certain Advanced 
Placement tests

}GPA Comparison

}Collection of Evidence (COE)



College Admission & 

Advanced Placement Tests



}Allows a studentõs ACT, SAT, or AP test 
scores to meet the reading, writing, and math 
high school graduation standards

}Test scores may be earned before or after 
taking the WASL/HSPE

}Scores can be sent to OSPI and banked until a 
HSPE score is generated 



}The PSAT can no longer be used as a CAA 
Option.



}Scores that meet standard for CAA Options

SAT
ACT

}Mathematics               470                19

}Reading                        350                13

}Writing                         380                15



Students receive a CAA if they score at least a 3 on the 
grading scale of 1 to 5 on the following Advanced 
Placement tests:

} For  mathematics , the Calculus or Statistics examination

} For writing , the English Language and Composition 
examination

} For reading , the English Literature and Composition, 
World History, United States History, United States 
Government and Politics, Comparative Government and 
Politics, Psychology, Macroeconomics, or 
Microeconomics



}The Score Verification form needs to be filled 
out entirely and legibly

}The studentõs 10 digit SSID number must be 
included on the form

}The score report from the SAT, ACT or AP 
Tests must be included with the form when it 
is sent to OSPI



}Students must take the òACT Plus Writingó 
test to generate a Writing score 

}The score is shown on the score report as 
òEnglish/Writingó

}The regular òACTó test does not generate a 
Writing score equivalent to the WASL/HSPE



}The Score Verification form needs to be filled 
out entirely and legibly

}The score verification form is on the web at 
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptio
ns/pubdocs/1632.pdf

}More information regarding the College 
Tests:  
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptio
ns/Equivalency.aspx

http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/pubdocs/1632.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/pubdocs/1632.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Equivalency.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Equivalency.aspx


GPA Comparison

(Formerly WASL/Grades Comparison)



}May be used for meeting the high school 
reading, writing and/or mathematics standard

}Compares the applicantõs grades in applicable 
courses with the grades of students who took 
the same courses and met or exceeded the 
standard

}Applicantõs grade point average is equal to or 
greater than the mean grade point average of 
the comparison cohort



}Student must be in the 12th grade
ƁDistrict student information system needs to show student 

as being a senior prior to running the tool

}Student must have a cumulative grade point 
average of 3.2 or higher

}Student must have taken the WASL or HSPE once, 
generated a score and not met standard

}Student must have met any attendance and 
remediation requirements



}A district representative or designee shall 
determine the comparison cohort and 
complete the calculation

}Credits generated by the courses must 
equal two annual high school credits and 
must include the most recent courses taken

}The application with the results of the 
calculation are then sent to OSPI for 
approval



}If a cohort group cannot be established  
using the most recent classes, implement 
the following:

ƁProgressively select earlier classes for a student 
until a cohort is established.   Remember:  same 
class, same year.  This is the only way to build a 
cohort.

ƁBegin by reviewing the junior and senior classes.  
If a cohort is not established, move on to include 
sophomore classes.  If a cohort is not 
established, move on to the freshman classes.



Collection of Evidence

(COE)



}The Collection of Evidence (COE) is a 
classroom - centered collection of student 
work that features examples of assignments 
that align with the state standards.

}Contacts for the COE:
}Lesley Klenk:  lesley.klenk@k12.wa.us
}Amanda Mount:  amanda.mount@k12.wa.us

mailto:lesley.klenk@k12.wa.us
mailto:amanda.mount@k12.wa.us


}For information about COE updates, 
documents, calendar and forms use the 
following link:  
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptio
ns/CollectionofEvidence.aspx

http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/CollectionofEvidence.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/CollectionofEvidence.aspx

