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What:  The WELPA is an annual measure of students’ knowledge 
and skills in English 

 

Why:   Title III requires an annual measure of English language 
proficiency, and students’ scores are used to calculate Annual 
Measureable Achievement Objectives I & 2, possibly 3 

 

When:  Annual Test Window, Feb. 6 – Mar. 9 

 

Who:  All students identified for ELD services in grades K 
through 12 

◦ In 2011, about 90,000 students in 196 districts, or 8.6% of 
the total WA student population 

 

3 WELPA 



 Vendor:  CTB/McGraw-Hill 

 Selected by a group of district 
representatives,  spring 2011 

 Shelf product:  LAS (Language Assessment 
System) Links 
◦ Form B in 2012, Standard Setting in May 2012 

◦ Form C in 2013, cut score review in 2013 

◦ Form D in 2014 
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 October 2011 – Annual Test: Training to administer 
and to score Speaking items 

 December 2011 – Annual Test:  Logistics, 
information about materials (ordering, receiving, 
returning), security, etc. 

 Dec/Jan 2012 – Performance Level Descriptors 
Training and Contrasting Groups Study 

 Feb 6 – Mar 9 2012 – Annual Test Window 

 Spring 2012 – Placement Test:  Training to 
administer and score the entire test 
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Familiar New 

Domain subtests:  Reading, Writing, 
Listening, Speaking 

Scores:  scaled score in each language 
domain, an overall score, 
comprehension score, oral language 
score 

The Speaking subtest is locally scored; 
all other items are scored by the 
vendor. 

New rubrics for speaking items. 
Proctors can audio-record student 
responses to speaking items. 

Optional products are ordered through 
the vendor 

Test materials are ordered through 
WAMS 

There is an Annual Test and a 
Placement Test 

All test materials are ordered through 
WAMS.  The contract includes materials 
for the Placement as well as Annual 
tests. 

Placement Test:  WLPT-II  for SY2011-
12 

A WELPA Placement Test is being 
developed now for use by May 2012 
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 Opens today, and concludes January 27, 2012 

 Opportunity for Training in WA PLDs and 
Performance Definitions 

 Opportunity to see items similar to those on 
the WELPA 

 Opportunity to contribute to standard setting 
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 Participants are asked to contact DACs well 
before winter break to 
◦ Use a form letter to inform DACs of their 

participation 

◦ And to request a file (Excel) extracted from a list of 
all ELLs in the district,  WAMS-File Downloads – 
WELPA – Contrasting Groups Study, for use Jan. 16 
– 27, 2012 

 OSPI requests a single file returned by DACs 
that shows all the judgments made by 
participants in the district by February 2 
before the test window opens 
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Grade 

Span 

Test Materials Ancillary Materials 

K-1 

2-3 

 

Student Book 

 

Cue Book 

Audio Listening CD 

Directions for Administration 

4-5 

6-8 

9-12 

 

Student Book 

Student Answer Book 

 

Audio Listening CD 

Directions for Administration 
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Note:  One blank cassette per tester is recommended to record 

student Speaking responses 
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Grades K - 1 
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Grades 2 - 3 
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Grades 4 - 5 
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Grades 6 - 8 
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Grades 9 - 12 



Test materials shipments include: 
 Packing List 

 Security Checklist 

 Student Test Books (Grades K – 12) 

 Student Answer Books (Grades 4 – 12 only) 

 Cue Picture Books (Grades K-1 and 2–3 only) 

 Audio CDs 

 Directions for Administration (DFAs) 

 Paper bands 

 Stack cover cards 
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Materials Shipments 
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Packing Lists and Security Checklists 

Packing lists and Security Checklists are 

included in test materials shipments.  
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District Assessment Coordinators Kits include: 
 District Cover Memo 

 Assessment Coordinators Manuals 

 District Return Shipping Labels  

 Purple (Scorable) 

 Orange (Non-Scorable) 

 School Return Shipping Labels – Purple (Scorable) 

 Precoded Group Information Sheets (GISs) for 
Private School #9999 

 Precoded School/Group Lists (S/GLs) for Private 
School #9999 

 Return Shipping Instructions 
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Return Shipping Labels 
•District RSL – Purple 
(Scorable) 
 

 
•District RSL – Orange 
(Non-Scorable) 
 

 
•School RSL –  
Purple  
(Scorable)  
not shown 
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School Assessment Coordinators Kits include: 

 School Cover Memo 

Assessment Coordinators Manuals 

Pre-coded Group Information Sheets 
(GISs)  

Pre-coded School/Group Lists (S/GLs)  

 Student Pre-ID Adhesive Labels 

 Student Pre-ID Rosters 
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Group Information Sheet 

One GIS per group  

Write in and bubble:  
 group name  
 number of students tested 
 grade (cannot be blank, ungraded or more than one 

grade)  
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School/Group List 

•District name and school 
name are preprinted. 
 

•School number is 
preprinted. 
 

•School contact info is not 
needed. 
 

•List each group by GIS 
name and number of 
students tested. 
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Student Pre-ID Adhesive Labels 

Student pre-ID adhesive labels will be 

included in the school ACKs  
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Student Pre-ID Rosters 

Student pre-ID rosters will be included 

in the school ACKs  
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 Inventory test materials and coordinator 
materials as soon as your shipments arrive. 

 

 Additional test and/or coordinator materials 
can be ordered via the WAMS website 
beginning January 11, 2012.  

24 

Additional Materials 
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 Check Speaking section of scorable student 
documents 
◦ make sure you have filled in the bubble completely 

of the scores you gave the student 
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Speaking Scores 
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 All test materials and ancillaries are secure 
documents and must be returned to CTB 
after testing is completed.   
 

 Test material pickup dates will be: 
• February 29, 2012 

• March 7, 2012 

• March 12, 2012 

• March 14, 2012 
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Test Materials 

WELPA 
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Prepare Materials for Shipment 

Bundle scorable materials by group and 

grade using paper bands and stack cover 

cards.  Box by school.   
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Prepare Materials for Shipment 

Pack non-scorable materials in as many 

boxes as needed.  No special sort or 

separation is needed.  Box by district. 
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 Secure material pick ups will be scheduled by 
CTB with Assessment Distribution Services 
(ADS) 

 
◦ ADS will call each district to confirm: 
 the pickup date scheduled, 

 the number of boxes of each label color that will be 
retrieved, 

 and if the site has any special needs. 

 
◦ When the carrier arrives at the site for pick up they 

will: 
 verify the number of boxes of each label color 

 and provide a signed BOL with the box counts 
indicated or tracking receipt to the site coordinator  
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Secure Material Pick Ups 

WELPA 



 

Thank you! 
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WELPA 2012 

WELPA 


