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Morning Schedule

7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Check-in and Continental Breakfast, Conference Center

Clock Hours Sign-up at Registration Table

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Workshops

Workshop 1 – Crystal B

Washington Learns: The Road Ahead

Ann Daley, Executive Director, Washington Learns

Karen Tvedt, Executive Director, Early Learning Council

Regina Jones, Co-Chair, Early Learning Council

Judy Hartmann, K-12 Policy Advisor to the Governor

Debra Merle, Higher Education Policy Advisor to the Governor 

This session will discuss the results and recommendations from the comprehensive review of the state’s education system (early learning, K-12, and higher education). It will also preview issues that will likely be discussed in the upcoming legislative session.
Workshop 2 – Emerald F

No Math Process Left Behind

Sandy Christie, Puget Sound ESD

Glenda Blankenship, Secondary Math Instructional Facilitator, Clover Park SD

Participants will align College Readiness Standards/11-12 GLE’s to different math tasks related to content and process skills and will gain ideas that apply to curriculum and instruction. The session will consider and apply the research regarding mathematics content knowledge and the many representations of student thinking that lead to greater retention of math skills.

Workshop 3 – Mercer

Update on Promoting Academic Success

Cathy Davidson, Deputy Superintendent, OSPI

 Annie Pennucchi, Washington State Institute for Public Policy;

Cal Brodie, Director, School Apportionment and Financial Services, OSPI

Ron Donovan, Math Specialist, OSPI; Scott Morrison, Edmonds SD; Sandy Gady, Puget Sound ESD

Pam Kangas, Kennewick SD

This session will discuss the Promoting Academic Success (PAS) program from multiple perspectives, including a preliminary evaluation on the effectiveness of remedial programs funded by PAS, financing and implementation issues, an overview of students served by the program, and the experiences of educators using different program models.
Workshop 4 – Crystal A

The Collection of Evidence:  In-depth Understanding of the Content Guidelines

Lesley Klenk, CAA Options Administrator, OSPI

OSPI staff will assist teachers and administrators in developing a deeper understanding of the CAA Options and the Collection of Evidence (COE) in particular. The session will discuss the implementation of the Content Guidelines and Administrative Protocols for the COEs, the organization of the COE system at the school level, and the teacher’s role. We will review exemplar work samples, draft scoring criteria, and sample collections in order to prepare for the spring scoring window.


Morning Schedule (continued)
Workshop 5 – Crystal C

Understanding Standard Setting for WASL and WLPT

Yoonsun Lee, Director of Assessment, OSPI

Joe Willhoft, Assistant Superintendent, Assessment and Research, OSPI

This session will discuss the purpose of standard setting, what procedures are used, and how cut scores were determined on the WASL and WLPT-II. Participants will have a better understanding of how to interpret WASL and WLPT-II scores. Examples from WASL released items will be used.
10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Break, Refreshments

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch in the Emerald Room

Afternoon Schedule

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Workshops

Workshop 6 – Crystal B

2006 Mathematics WASL Released Items for Grades 3–8

Beverly Neitzel, Mathematics Initiative Director, OSPI

Mary Holmberg, Mathematics Initiatiative TOSA, OSPI

Participants will receive information on how the newly released 2006 items for grades 3‑8 are connected to the Standards, how they are scored, and “Lessons Learned.” The session will share information gleaned from student work that demonstrates both strengths and weaknesses in student understanding. Suggestions on how to help students increase their mathematical knowledge will also be shared. Participants will receive copies of all the newly released 2006 items.
Workshop 7 – Crystal A

No Child Left Behind: Everything You Want to Know

Bob, Harmon, Assistant Superintendent, Special Programs, OSPI

Gayle Pauley, Director, Title I/LAP, OSPI

Mary Jo Johnson, Director, Title II, OSPI

Alfonso Anaya, Director, Migrant and Bilingual Education, OSPI

NCLB’s Title I, Title II and Title III programs have common elements that require the three programs to work together to provide effective support systems to school districts. This session will present how the programs are similar and how districts can use resources from each. Updated information on federal AYP, Title I Part A, Title II Highly Qualified Teacher, Title I Part C, and Title III Part A and the ever-changing federal guidelines will also be discussed.


Afternoon Schedule (continued)

Workshop 8 – Mercer

Rich Problems—More Mathematical Bang for the Buck

Karen Hall, Mathematics Initiative Specialist, OSPI

Art Mabbott, Seattle SD Mathematics Coach and Seattle U. Adjunct Professor

A rich problem is non-routine, cognitively complex, and accessible to most students at a routine level but leads students to generalizations and applications. Participants in this session will learn to identify, adapt, and score rich problems for use in their mathematics instructional units.

Workshop 9 – Emerald F

Assessing Students through Science Notebooks

Dawn Sparks, Thorp SD 6th Grade Teacher

Kathy Scribner, Thorp SD 1st Grade Teacher
Participants will learn strategies that tap into the thinking of students via the use of science notebooks as an assessment tool. Effective ways for giving critical feedback and making instructional decisions will be discussed.
Meeting 10 – Crystal C

Meeting of District Assessment Directors Network
Bob Silverman, Executive Director of Assessment, Puyallup School District

This is the regularly scheduled network meeting.  The group plans its own agenda and conducts business and discussion under Bob’s leadership. 

2:30 - 2:45 p.m. Break, Refreshments
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7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Check-in and Continental Breakfast, Hilton Conference Center

Clock Hours Sign-up at Registration Table

8:30 -10:00 a.m.

General Session, Emerald Ballroom
Welcome:

Pete Bylsma, Conference Co-Chair, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Lorna Spear, Conference Co-Chair, Spokane Public Schools
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10:00 - 10:15 a.m.

Break, Refreshments in Lobby


-- Crystal A --

1.1  Keynote Follow-up

Kati Haycock, Keynote speaker, Education Trust
This session will give participants the opportunity to discuss ideas presented in the morning presentation with Kati Haycock, and to raise questions and make other comments.
-- Crystal B --

1.2
The Collection of Evidence: An Overview of the COE and the Content Guidelines

Lesley Klenk, CAA Options Administrator, OSPI

OSPI staff will present the Content Guidelines and Administrative Protocols to teachers and administrators, focusing on the organization of the COE system at schools, and specifically the teacher’s role.  Participants will receive a full set of handouts and a deeper understanding of the CAA Options and its role in graduation requirements.

-- Crystal C --

1.3  Multi-Scoring: More Information and Fewer Problems


Karrin Lewis, Math Initiative Specialist, OSPI


Kathy Dornhecker, Math Initiative Specialist, OSPI

Using assessments and student work samples, participants will explore multi-scoring tasks in number sense, algebraic sense, measurement (content), and communicating understanding or problem solving (process).

-- Emerald A --

1.4  No session scheduled in this room at this time.

-- Emerald B --

1.5  2006 Reading WASL Data and Released Items, Grades 3-5


Beth Dorr, Reading Assessment Specialist, OSPI
An overview of 2006 Reading WASL results for grades 3, 4, and 5 will be presented.  Participants will be trained on scoring grades 3 and 5 released items, and given suggested uses for the classroom.  A new grade 4 sample test will be distributed to accompany last year’s release of grades 3 and 5 sample tests.

-- Emerald C --

1.6  More Swimming, Less Sinking: Effective Support for New Teachers


Sue Anderson, Teacher Assistance Program Director, OSPI


Mindy Meyer, New Teacher Induction Project Coordinator, Center for Strengthening the Teaching

Profession (CSTP)
This session will report on results from the 2006 Beginning Teacher Assistance Program Survey.  Presenters will analyze the data for your district and the state, and use it in conjunction with the CSTP Induction Standards to create an action plan for improving support of new teachers in your district.

-- Mercer A --

1.7  The Impact of Online Courses on Graduation Rates and College Readiness: What the Research is Saying


John Hardy, Assistant Director, School Support & Partnerships, Digital Learning Commons


Leslie St. Pierre, Assistant Director of Course Support, Digital Learning Commons
This session will review recently published (summer 2006) research by Jeffrey Fouts (Washington School Reform Center) and Duane Baker (The BERC Group) indicating that Web-based online courses significantly impact high school graduation rates, college eligibility, and college readiness.  Best practices leading to higher course completion rates and performance will also be reviewed.

-- Mercer B  --

1.8  From Data to Display: Graphs Tell the Story


Karen Hall, Mathematics Initiative Specialist, OSPI

Which graphs when?  Participants in this session will learn to use histograms, line graphs, scatter plots, and connected scatter plots to display data.

-- San Juan --

1.9   Is There a Growth Gap in Achievement?

Marty McCall, Researcher, Northwest Evaluation Association
This session will present data about longitudinal differences between students in high and low poverty schools, and implications for instruction.  For four consecutive years, 90 percent of Phi Delta Kappan/Gallup Poll respondents indicated that closing the gap is very important or somewhat important.  Why is this so important to Americans?  Economic and social arguments for closing the gap will be discussed.

-- Orcas A --

1.10  High School Teachers' Instructional Use of WASL Data: Exploring the Role of School Culture and Motivation

Jack Monpas-Huber, Director of Assessment/Evaluation, Spokane Public Schools
How much do high school teachers in Washington use WASL data to improve instruction, and why?  This session will present results of a recent survey of high school teachers’ use of WASL data, motivations, and features of school context.

-- Orcas B --
1.11 A Decision Making Model for District Administrators


Michael Power, Director, Instruction and Assessment, Mercer Island School District
The Mercer Island School District has developed a decision-making model to assure that each stakeholder is included at the appropriate level.  A matrix showing the decisions and stakeholders will be shared.


12:30 - 1:30 p.m.

Second General Session, Emerald Ballroom


-- Crystal A --

2.1  What Can We Conclude about Student's Conclusions on the Mathematics WASL?

Lynda Eich, Mathematics Initiative Specialist, OSPI
Participants will review mathematics WASL responses from released items for grades 3-10 for conclusion and support problems, and determine strengths and weaknesses in the responses.  Participants will then generate ways to help students make conclusions from data sources, and to use data that is specific and supports their conclusions.

-- Crystal B --

2.2  The Collection of Evidence: Reading


MaryLee Heslop, COE Reading Consultant, Federal Way School District

In this session OSPI Reading staff will present the Reading Content Guidelines and Administrative Protocols.  Participants will go in-depth in reviewing the Guidelines and Sign-Off Sheets for the COE.  Participants will also have the opportunity to review exemplar tasks, student work, and a sample collection.

-- Crystal C --

2.3  Writing WASL Update

Nikki Elliott-Schuman, Writing Assessment Specialist, OSPI
The focus of this session will be on the analysis of the Washington State Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) writing data to inform curriculum and instruction.  Particular emphasis will be given to instructional strategies to help students write more effectively.  Participants will be involved in hands-on interactive activities.  They will also receive the latest information about the WASL in Writing. 

-- Emerald A --

2.4  Creating a Classroom of Difference: Cultural Competency Skills for the 21st Century

Hilary Bernstein, Director of Education, Anti-Defamation League, Pacific Northwest Region

Research indicates one of the most powerful factors impacting student performance is the equitable treatment of students by educators.  Developing the skills, knowledge and awareness to build safe, respectful student-teacher relationships begins with the examination of our own personal identities and the pre-existing assumptions we have about others.  Discover new aspects of your own identity and gain practical cultural competency skills that will impact your interactions with students and colleagues.

-- Emerald B --

2.5  Tools to Translate Data into Meaningful Instruction


G. Gage Kingsbury, Vice President of Research, Northwest Evaluation Association
It is a long way from students taking tests to the scores from those tests being made useful in schools.  This session will discuss the use of modern technology and modern psychometrics to obtain more precise scores from smarter tests.  There will be discussion about ways in which these scores can be made useful for teachers.

-- Emerald C --

2.6  Partnership:  Title I and Title II Working Together


Gayle Pauley, Director, Title I/LAP, OSPI


Mary Jo Johnson, Director, Title II, OSPI

NCLB’s Title I and Title II programs have common elements that require the two programs to work together to provide effective support systems to school districts.  This session will present how these programs are similar and how districts can use resources from both.  Updates on federal AYP Accountability information and Highly Qualified Teacher information will be the focus of discussions with participants.  Ever-changing federal guidance will also be included as a resource to all participants.

-- Mercer A --

2.7  Legislative Study of Student Assessment Options: Preliminary Findings


Annie Pennucci, Senior Research Associate, Washington State Institute for Public Policy
The 2006 Washington State Legislature directed the Washington State Institute for Public Policy to “conduct a study to explore options to augment the current system of assessments to provide additional opportunities for students to demonstrate that they have met the state learning standards.”  This session will provide a summary of findings to date.

-- Mercer B --

2.8  Mentoring New Principals


Michael Silver, Director of Educational Administration, Seattle University

New principals need leadership coaching and support to become excellent school leaders.  But what kinds of knowledge, skills, and dispositions are needed by leadership coaches and mentors for new principals to be effective?  This session will provide research information on mentoring, and Seattle University’s Program for New Principals.

-- San Juan --

2.9  Reports from the Field: The Successes and Challenges of Small Schools in Washington State


Mary Beth Lambert, Associate Director, Small Schools Project


Catherine Wallach, Research Coordinator, Small Schools Project
This presentation will share information from a three-year study of seven small high schools in Washington State that received reinvention grants from the Gates Foundation.  Researchers will offer observations from recent reports that describe the schools’ redesign work, specifically as it relates to creating a school culture and professional community that supports adult learning.

-- Orcas A --

2.10 How High School Preparation Contributes to Post-Secondary Success


Dan Phelan, Assistant Superintendent, Lake Washington School District


Paul Stern, Senior Research Associate, WSU-SESRC

Lake Washington School District is examining the relationship between high school math, science, and English courses and post-secondary outcomes.  Questions that will be addressed include:  What predicts enrollment in a two vs. four-year college?  What predicts a high GPA?  How many of our kids earn an AA within a few years of graduation?

-- Orcas B --
2.11 Deconstructing the Achievement Gap: Ethnicity, Language Proficiency and Income


Kathryn Sprigg, Assistant Director, A.E.S.A, Highline School District


Andrea Meld, Research/Assessment Analyst, OSPI

This session will provide a different way of looking at NAEP and WASL achievement gap data.  How much of the gap for Hispanic students is due to language proficiency?  Does low income affect African American student achievement?  Have demographic trends changed the “all” category for AYP?  Are some school districts experiencing Simpson’s Paradox (the achievement of the whole is less than that of the subgroups)?  

[image: image4.wmf]
3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

Break, Refreshments in Lobby


-- Crystal A --

3.1  Leading the Conversation: Lessons Learned and Recommendations for Converting Comprehensive High Schools into Smaller Learning Communities

Jeffrey Fouts, President, Fouts & Associates

Candace Gratama, Senior Research Associate, The BERC Group
Over the last six years, Fouts and Associates have evaluated over 40 large comprehensive high schools around the country that are converting to smaller learning communities.  This presentation will describe the lessons learned from these evaluations, and recommendations for leaders of the conversion process. 

-- Crystal B --

3.2  The Collection of Evidence: Writing


Stephen Pearse, COE Writing Consultant

In this session OSPI writing staff will present the Writing Content Guidelines and Administrative Protocols.  Participants will go in-depth in reviewing the Guidelines and Sign-Off Sheets for the COE.  Participants will also have the opportunity to review exemplar tasks, student work, and a sample collection.

-- Crystal C --

3.3  Results and Observations of the 2006 Mathematics WASL's Data and Student Work

Robert Hodgman, Mathematics Initiative Specialist, OSPI
This session will be an abbreviated version of the Mathematics Regional Assessment Workshop presentations.  Topics to be covered include some of the areas at different grades where students performed well, and other areas where students need to improve.  Some common student misunderstandings and common errors that students make will be shared.

-- Emerald A --

3.4 External Support for Instructional Improvement: Research on the UW Center for Educational Leadership (CEL) Partnerships with School Districts in Washington State


Chrysan Gallucci, Research Assistant Professor, University of Washington


Judy Swanson, President, Research for Quality Schools


Beth Boatright, Graduate Research Assistant, University of Washington


Dan Lysne, Graduate Research Assistant, University of Washington


Michael Van Lare, Graduate Research Assistant, University of Washington 

Achieving high quality outcomes for all students given AYP requirements creates pressure on school districts for instructional improvement.  Findings are presented on CEL’s external partnerships in two districts, including:  CEL’s approach to improvement and working with district leaders; changes in principal leadership, instructional coaching, and work with teachers.  District personnel are included in presentation.

-- Emerald B --

3.5  Early Literacy Success: Effective Intervention for Kindergarten Students at Risk for Reading Difficulties


Mike Jacobsen, Assessment and Curriculum Director, White River School District


Janel Keating, Principal, Mountain Meadow Elementary, White River School District


Bari Olson, Para educator, Mountain Meadow Elementary, White River School District
This presentation will describe the Early Reading Intervention being implemented district-wide in the White River School District.  Features of the presentation will include:  data from the pilot study during the 2003-2004 school year, training provided, curriculum materials used, use of data, staffing resources, results for students receiving the intervention in full-day versus half-day programs, and results for the 2005-2006 school year.

-- Emerald C --

3.6  An Exploration into the Similarities and Differences of Cognitive and Content-Based Coaching


Jenniffer Reinig, Literacy Coach, Highline School District


Marisa Gaalema, Literacy Coach, Highline School District

Many veteran administrators have received training in cognitive coaching, while many instructional coaches have received recent training from a content-centered coaching perspective.  This presentation will explore the similarities and differences between these approaches and the implications for the work of administrators and coaches as members of an instructional team.

-- Mercer A --

3.7  Listening to Students: Closing the Achievement Gap

John Barbee, Youth Development Coordinator, Tukwila School District


Zena Ingles, Director of Learning and Teaching, Tukwila School District

During the 2005-06 year the presenters investigated why so many Tukwila School District African-American male students failed the 10th grade math WASL.  Our findings suggested that rigorous courses, teacher-student relationships, pedagogy, and the school schedule were important elements for learning for this population of students.  We will discuss changes made for 2006-07 as a result of these research findings.

-- Mercer B --

3.8  How to Know What You Don't Know About the Achievement Gap


Tammy Campbell, Executive Director, Teaching and Learning, Spokane Public Schools


Lorna Spear, Executive Director, Teaching and Learning, Spokane Public Schools

Participants will explore thinking about the achievement gap.  Participants will be shown a wide array of materials that will provoke schools to reflect on strategies that promote increased engagement from students of color.

-- San Juan --

3.9  Relationship Between High School Courses and Remediation in Math and English in College


Paul Stern, Senior Research Associate, Washington State University
Forty-nine percent of graduates who attend a community college immediately after they graduate from high school enroll in a remedial math class, and 24% enroll in remedial English.  Prior studies by WSU-SESRC and Edmonds School District explored connections between math courses and remediation in math.  This study revisits those findings and will explore whether similar patterns exist for remedial English.

-- Orcas A --

3.10 "Promoting Academic Success" Evaluation: Preliminary Findings


Annie Pennucci, Senior Research Associate, Washington State Institute for Public Policy

The 2006 Washington State Legislature directed the Washington State Institute for Public Policy to “perform a quantitative analysis of the effectiveness of the remedial programs funded as part of the promoting academic success program.”  This presentation will provide a summary of findings to date.

-- Orcas B --
3.11 Are We Making Progress in Washington State? A Report on Science Results from the 2005 National Assessment of Educational Progress


Kathryn Sprigg, Assistant Director, A.E.S.A, Highline School District

For the first time since 1996 Washington participated in the 2005 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in Science.  The NAEP, a federally mandated program, recently reported results from the 2005 science assessment.  This session will report on the findings, compare the results to other states and to the 1996 NAEP, and consider how results are used to confirm progress on the WASL.
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 Research Network meeting Thursday night:

Immediately following the hospitality session, the Washington Education Research Network, jointly co-sponsored by OSPI and WERA, will hold its sixth annual December meeting of Washington researchers and educators to discuss current and future research to help improve student learning.  There will be light hor d’oeuvres and a dessert buffet. For more information about this event, see the agenda inserted inside your conference folder.

Time:  6:00 to 9:15 p.m.

Location:  Crystal A room in the Conference Center


7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Check-in and Continental Breakfast 
8:30 - 10:00 a.m.

Third General Session, Emerald Ballroom
Welcome:

Pete Bylsma, WERA President and conference co-chair

Lorna Spear, WERA President-Elect and conference co-chair


[image: image9.wmf]
10:00 - 10:15 a.m.

Break, Refreshments in Lobby


-- Crystal A --

4.1  Keynote Follow-up

Pedro Noguera, Professor of Education, New York University
This session will give participants the opportunity to discuss ideas presented at Pedro Noguera’s keynote presentation, and to raise questions and make other comments.

-- Crystal B --

4.2  The Collection of Evidence: Mathematics


Anton Jackson, Mathematics Initiative Specialist, OSPI
In this session OSPI Mathematics staff will present the Mathematics Content Guidelines and Administrative Protocols.  Participants will go in-depth in reviewing the Guidelines and Sign-Off Sheets for the COE.  Participants will also have the opportunity to review exemplar tasks, student work, and a sample collection.

-- Crystal C --

4.3  What's New.  What's Hot…


Joe Willhoft, Assistant Superintendent, Assessment and Research, OSPI


Lesley Klenk, CAA Options Administrator, OSPI


Bob Butts, Assessment Project Manager, OSPI
Important updates will be provided on a range of statewide issues, including:  Updates on the WASL assessment schedule; Status of the federal approval of the state’s assessment system; Options available for students to meet the WASL graduation requirements; Development of “special circumstances” appeals for the WASL.  The session will be interactive, with time built in to allow for questions and discussion.

-- Emerald A --

4.4  No session scheduled in this room at this time.

-- Emerald B --

4.5  Data Conferences for Enhanced Motivation and Learning: Following Four Students


Margery Ginsberg, Associate Professor, University of Washington


Cathy Thompson, Principal, Rainier View Elementary, Seattle School District


Teachers from Rainier View Elementary, Seattle School District
Come to this session and learn how a South Seattle school regularly uses data to gain insight into student motivation and learning.  A team of teachers and a principal will model the process, share tools they have created, and provide insight into the challenges and attributes of this approach of applying data to instructional practice.

-- Emerald C --

4.6  Instructional Support Modules for Secondary Reading


Lori LaPoint, TOSA Reading Assessment Unit, OSPI
This session will present the Instructional Support Module in Reading program.  It provides secondary teachers and students with active reading tools with strategies directly linked to the GLEs and WASL targets.  Modules have a GLE focus and reading assessments similar to WASL items, with instructions for scoring and using the information.  There is a comprehensive piece that includes instruction, assessment, and a culminating activity linked to the main GLE/WASL targets and the new COE standards connected to the alternative assessment.  The module provides a quality resource for secondary teachers working with struggling readers.

-- Mercer A --

4.7  Leadership in a Time of Transformation and Change


Debra Sullivan, President, Praxis Institute for Early Childhood Education

What should leadership look like in a time of transformation and change?  The interactive discussion in this session will explore our unique roles in creating and sustaining a leadership environment that supports the changing social, cultural, and educational needs of students in a diverse society.  Assess your individual and organizational vision of where you are headed, and why.


-- Mercer B --

4.8  Equipping Your Struggling Learners


Lisa Wilson, Math Teacher, Pacific Middle School, Highline School District
This session will present ideas and strategies to help struggling learners and to highlight how to create multiple entry points for students so they can be more equipped to succeed in the classroom.  Lisa Wilson has recently returned to the general education math classroom after spending four years facilitating a special education math resource room.

-- San Juan –

4.9  Connecting Service-Learning to Student Learning

Michael Silver, Assistant Professor, Educational Administration, Seattle University

Jeffrey Anderson, Professor, College of Education, Seattle University
As schools seek ways to connect students with the world around them, service-learning is on the rise.  Seattle University is preparing both teachers and principals to conduct service-learning as a link in school improvement.  This session will provide an overview and research results of service-learning from the two professional preparation programs.

-- Orcas A --

4.10 The Distributional Impacts of No Child Left Behind

John Krieg, Associate Professor, Western Washington University

The NCLB act provides incentives to target children in the middle of the ability distribution at the expense of those on the tails – especially those at the upper tail.  This session will document that above average students have lower academic achievement in schools that are in danger of not making AYP compared with above average students in schools that have met AYP.

-- Orcas B --
4.11 Examining and Critiquing the Assumptions Inherent in a Popular High School Transformation Theory

Beth Boatright, Research Assistant, University of Washington College of Education

The current movement to convert large comprehensive high schools to smaller schools may seem like an answer to improve instruction.  Yet, despite attention to more “personalized” learning experience for students, the movement is curiously silent about ways to improve instruction.  This session will analyze the actions called for by this small schools reform theory, and will propose some promising high quality learning to address teaching and learning in high school classrooms.



-- Crystal A --

5.1  No session scheduled in this room at this time.

-- Crystal B --

5.2  Enhancing Educational Presentations Through Humor and Media


Michael Power, Director of Instruction and Assessment, Mercer Island School District


Bob Silverman, Executive Director of Assessment, Puyallup School District

Come!  Learn!  Laugh!

-- Crystal C --

5.3  Learning on the Job: Professional Development Through Scoring a District-Level Writing Assessment


Julianne Sparks, Professional Development, Emerald Hills Elementary, Sumner School District


Paula Strozyk, Professional Development, McAlder Elementary, Sumner School District


Michelle Maurer, Grade 2 Teacher, Maple Lawn Elementary, Sumner School District


Elli McDaniel, Grade 4 Teacher, Liberty Ridge Elementary, Sumner School District
Learn how one district’s work to create a training and scoring package for their annual elementary district writing assessment (DWA) has turned into powerful professional development for teachers.  Facilitators will explain the process they used to build their multiple-grade DWA scored by staff within their district.  Teachers who participated will share its impact on their classroom instruction.

-- Emerald A --

5.4  2006 Reading WASL Data and Newly Released Items, Grades 6-8


Kelly Neely, Reading Assessment Specialist, Grades 6-8, OSPI

An overview of the 2006 Reading WASL results will be presented.  Educators will explore the WASL development cycle and test matrix as an introduction to the newly released sixth and eighth grade reading items.  Learning to score and effectively use these documents in the classroom will be the focus.  We will also have the new seventh grade sample assessment available.

-- Emerald B --

5.5  The Collection of Evidence: CTE Focus


Rod Duckworth, Director, Career and Technical Education, OSPI

In this session OSPI CTE and Content staff will present the all of the Content Guidelines and Administrative Protocols from a CTE perspective.  Participants will go in-depth in reviewing the Guidelines and Sign-Off Sheets for the COE.  Participants will also have the opportunity to review exemplar CTE tasks, CTE student work, and a sample CTE collection in representative content areas.

-- Emerald C --

5.6  The WASL: What do Our 10th Graders Think about It?


Mike Jacobsen, Assessment and Curriculum Director, White River School District 

This presentation will describe the results from a survey of all 10th grade students in the White River School District who took the WASL in 2006.  An analysis of student responses will be shared.  Selected areas assessed include student feeling about their preparation and anxiety level, difficulty of the WASL, interventions most likely selected if not proficient, and the accuracy of predictions of success.  Implications for interventions with non-proficient WASL 10th grade students will be shared.

-- Mercer A --

5.7  Reform Initiatives and the Construction of Identity: A Coaching Perspective


Sharon Peck, Reading Coach, Highline School District


Carolyn Koziol, Teacher, Highline School District
Coaching teachers to be receptive to reform initiatives is difficult.  In this session a reading coach and elementary teacher will explore how teachers construct their own sense of professional identity relative to new initiatives.  The presentation will include a theoretical framework of identity construction influenced by the work of David Cohen and Karl Weick.  This will be followed by a conversation between the coach and classroom teacher that applies theory to practice.  Finally, participants will engage in conversation that applies the presentation content to a written case study.

-- Mercer B --

5.8  Designing Assessment Tools for Skills that Develop Over Time


Naomi Jeffery Petersen, Assistant Professor, Central Washington University
Many skills must be learned gradually, but how do you describe what you are looking for?  In this session you will develop rubrics that help identify your students’ progress over time – any age student, any content area.

-- San Juan --

5.9  Science Matters: Washington State's Science Initiative


Eric Wuersten, Science Curriculum Program Supervisor, OSPI
This session will provide an overview of the State Science Initiative, Science Matters.  Descriptions will include elements of the proposal, funding sources, stakeholders, and how to get involved.

-- Orcas A --

5.10 The Arts -- Preparing "Out of the Box and Creative Thinkers" for the 21st Century

AnnRene Joseph, Program Supervisor for the Arts, OSPI

The Arts – dance, music, theatre and visual arts, by their very nature, encourage “out of the box thinking,” utilizing the executive cognitive skills of all learners.  Join OSPI’s Program Supervisor for Arts Education as she correlates the research of Richard Florida and others in how arts education celebrates the Rise of the Creative Class to meet the needs of the 21st century for our work force and civilization.
-- Orcas B --

5.11 Adult Communication Practices Experienced by Students in a Re-Organized High School


Eddie Reed, Instructional Coach, Tukwila School District

Does more adult-student time equal better relationships?  This session will share research results from a study that examined teacher communication practices with students in a reformed high school.  Implications for leadership and teaching practices will be discussed.

THANKS FOR COMING!!  WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE SPRING CONFERENCE ON MARCH 28-30, 2007 AT THIS SAME LOCATION.

(NOTE THE LATER MARCH DATE THAN IN THE PAST FEW YEARS.)
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CONCURRENT SESSION #1
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10:15 - 11:30 a.m.





CONCURRENT SESSION # 2


Thursday, December 7


1:45 - 3:00 p.m.





CONCURRENT SESSION #4


Friday, December 8


10:15 - 11:30 a.m.











CONCURRENT SESSION #5


Friday, December 8


1:15 - 2:30 p.m.











CONCURRENT SESSION #3


Thursday, December 7


3:15 - 4:30 p.m.











Hospitality Session


4:30 - 6:00 p.m.


Emerald E & F





Don't miss this opportunity to socialize with your colleagues while enjoying tasty hors d'oeuvres provided by our generous


sponsoring organizations:





CTB/McGraw-Hill


Educational Data Solutions


Harcourt Assessment


National Evaluation Systems


Pearson Educational Measurement


Riverside Publishing


Vantage Learning








*** CONFERENCE PROGRAM ***


Friday, December 8








Opening Address:





Improving Achievement and Closing Gaps Between Groups:


Lessons from Schools and Districts on the Performance Frontier





Kati Haycock


Director, The Education Trust, Washington, D.C.





This address will review national data about student achievement patterns, with a special focus on low-income students and students of color.  The speaker will present some of the problems that are clear from the data, and share lessons from the schools and districts that are facing those problems and achieving positive results.











Address:





The Role of Research in Transforming School Cultures





Pedro Noguera


Professor, Steinhardt School of Education, New York University








This address will include highlights from a research study of 10 high schools. The research found that some schools just go through the motions of reform while others listen to teachers, parents, and students and make sure stakeholders understand the purpose of reforms. Many elementary schools have been turned around but relatively few examples of successful high school reform can be found. The presentation will relate the research findings to reforms intended to affect students’ academic performance and social development.








11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.


Lunch, Emerald Ballroom





Annual Praeger’s Follies contest announcement and rules





Michael Power, Mercer Island School District


Bob Silverman, Puyallup School District
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Washington State Assessment Conference
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Washington Educational Research Association





and





Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction








Conference Co-Chairs


Pete Bylsma, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation


Lorna Spear, Spokane Public Schools





Conference Committee


Terrie Geaudreau, ESD 105


Steve Grubb, Highline SD


Kathy Kimball, University of Washington


Andrea Meld, OSPI


Mike Power, Mercer Island SD


Bob Silverman, Puyallup SD


Nancy Skerritt, Tahoma SD





WERA Executive Secretary


Leonard Winchell
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Wednesday, December 6








*** PRE-CONFERENCE PROGRAM ***


Wednesday, December 6











11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.


Lunch, Emerald Ballroom


Praeger's Follies Contest Award Winners Announced





Musical Entertainment:


Highline Jazz Band


Highline School District




















Address:





K-12 Schools:  The Next Transformation





Terry Bergeson


Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction

















PAGE  

